


The Seven Tabernacles
Reading Sacred Architecture

Video #1 of 5: Number & Shape



“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 

prepared for them that love him.”

 1 Corinthians 2:9



The Best of 
Sacred Christian Architecture

employs the following tools to teach us
about how to return to God

              1. Number & Shape 
                  2. Sacred Space
              3. Sacred Time 
              4. Classic Archetypes 
              5. Salvation in Christ



Space,  Time  &  Light
 

The best of 
Sacred Christian Architecture

combines



              1. Number & Shape 

              2. Sacred Space

              3. Sacred Time 

              4. Classic Archetypes
 
              5. Salvation in Christ

Tabernacle #1: God’s Tabernacle in Heaven
Tabernacle #2: The Garden of Eden
Tabernacle #3: The Tabernacle given Moses

Scriptural Foundations of Sacred Geometry

Tabernacle #4: The House of the LORD at Jerusalem

Tabernacle #5: Christ is Tabernacled with Us
Tabernacle #6: The Bride or Church as a Tabernacle

Tabernacle #7: The Tabernacle of David: Becoming a 
       Tabernacle of God’s Spirit through worship



The Best of 
Sacred Christian Architecture

can help us understand
   The 7 Tabernacles                                         Redemption - being “born again”
   The World’s Best Sacred Buildings              Partaking of the Tree of Life
   God’s Calendar                                             Physical & Spiritual Ties to the Heavens
   Reading Buildings like a Book                     The Doctrine of the Two Ways
   Where Solomon’s Temple was Located        How to Pray & Receive Revelation
   Where the Atonement Took Place                 Archetypes of the Atonement 
   Sacred Geometry / Rainbow Geometry        Sealing in the Hand and Forehead
   Measure as Prophecy                                    Relationship Versus Religion

 

         



 

         

The Best Examples of 
Sacred Christian Architecture

teach us important concepts tied to our LORD Jesus Christ
as our Creator, Redeemer, Healer, Judge & King

 The House of the LORD at Kirtland, Ohio                    The Doctrine of the Two Ways
         The Two Opposing Mountains & Altars 
        Adam’s Sacrifice of the Lamb    

 The Tabernacle of Moses (in the wilderness)                     Where & How the Atonement Took Place                                           
        Clean vs unclean (Sacred vs Profane Space)
         The Three Altars tied to the Atonement   
         The Living Waters of the Gihon Spring
         Where Solomon’s House of the LORD was Located 
 The House of the LORD at Jerusalem (Solomon’s Temple)    God’s Calendar & the Heavens        
 The Great Pyramid & Stonehenge                                 Sacred Geometry / Rainbow Geometry 
 The House of the LORD at Nauvoo, Illinois               Believers as the Bride of Christ            
  
         
                                  



Those able to “read” sacred architecture like a book 
can learn much and experience more, both inside and outside 

the better structures around the world.

In this series we will explore important teachings revealed
in some of the worlds’s most significant structures.

These structures clearly point us to God.
He uses (1) the Word (in scripture & revelation), (2) His unique calendar, 

and His inspired design with patterns to teach us key truths.



1. The Word
is a powerful dividing sword, separating light from darkness.

The Word has 3 components:
                           a. He is Yeshua, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten of the Father
                            b. It is also God’s revealed word to us individually
                            c. And it is His precious written word in scripture

2. God’s Calendar
provides periodic points in time to remember & honor the mission of 

the LORD to save us. They are “divine appointments” pointing to Salvation in Christ. 

3. Sacred Architecture
provides a third way to learn things of worth. God gave the Tabernacle

to Moses and the Israelites for their “schooling” and ours.



video #1

1. Number & Shape
Number     Number is a foundational component of creation residing within a 
building’s  geometry.  It  can  have both  qualitative  and  quantitative  functions  and 
often expresses important symbolic content that supports the messages of scripture.

Shape   Shapes like circles, squares, and triangles are physical manifestations of 
number in 3-dimensional form. Examples include:

                              1 = the circle               4 = the square
                                  2 = the vesica pisces   5 = the pentagon
                                  3 = the triangle            6 = the hexagon, etc.



number     8
shape        octagon
color         green
tone           re
word          starts with re
principle    renewal

      Number Symbolism 
     confirmed in scripture & the best Christian structures 

1 - God, Oneness with Him /  Light of God
               2 - Witnesses & Opposition / Firmament - heaven

     3 - Divinity / Footstool of God 
4 - Earth / Servants of God here 

 5 - Grace / Covenant  of God 
6 - Man / Telestial Creation 

     7 - Time / Terrestrial Creation 
     8 - Gate - Renewal / Celestial Creation 
     9 - Judgment & Creation / Expanse of God 
   10 - Perfection / Eternal Perfection 
   11 - Chaos Transition 
   12 - Governance / God’s Authority to Govern - the Law 

        13 - Divine Governance - with God at the center



Other Numbers of Note 
14 - New Kingdom (2 periods of 7)

                 22 - Judgment at the end - a sealing
      24 - Governance west and east (of Joseph west & Judah east) 

40 - Purification via trial and testing / Rebirth to a New Creature 
 50 - Spiritual Transformation - in the Jubilee Year of Restoration 

70 - Gentile Nations - the 70 Sons of El / God’s power to Judge 
   144  / 288- Light / Those of Light - 144,000 special servants / Glory of the Governed

              300 - Chosen of God 
   432 / 864 - Divine Frequency (432 found in refined music) 
   666 - Sun / male (also the mark of the beast - male without balance 
 1080 - Moon / female  
 2160 - Average numbers of duration years for each of the 12 signs  
 2520 - Key of Creation (sacred cubit)

            3000 - Sanctification 
     25920 - Precession of the Equinoxes (rotation time of the 12 signs)



A Modified 22-Letter Hebrew Alphabet  - thought to be a Timeline

1. Creation               13. Messiah-Atonement           22. Judgment at the End

8. Gate [renewal]   



Left, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, Israel

               
The 4 cardinal dimensions of horizontal space (north, south, east & west)

The 4 seasons tied to time (spring, summer, fall & winter)
The 4 earthly elements (earth, wind, fire & water)

The 4 angels who seal the 144,000 & reap judgments upon the earth
The 4 ingredients for Incense at the Tabernacle

The 4 horns of altars at the Tabernacle
The 4 beasts surrounding God’s throne
The 4 world pillars holding up the sky

The totality of Space

4 = The Earth

1 = God 
Light

Oneness
Heaven Above

The cycles of Time



The Blue Mosque, 
Istanbul, Turkey

St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Rome Italy

Church of the Holy Seplechure, 
Jerusalem, Israel

The Squared-Circle



Equality
of 

Area

Equality
of 

Perimeter

Enclosed
by a

Square

Enclosed
by a

Circle

The Squared-Circle



“For there is one God, 
and one mediator 

between God and men, 
the man 

Christ Jesus.” 
1 Tim. 2:5, see also Gal. 3:19-20



Square bottom of the tower - 4 corners of the Earth

  Octagonal mid-section - mediation of Christ - Ascension

Sphere atop the transitioning tower - Heaven - God

Left:

The octagon is a reconciling shape beetween
the square and the circle. Green is also the 
center of the 7 colors of the light spectrum. 8



Christians believe that it is only through Christ’s 

The ascending, 



Buddhist and Hindu 
stupas also feature 

the universal 
archetype of

the square below 
and the circle above 

- 
but without a 

mediating octagon
in-between them.

Left
Bagan, Myanmar (Burma)

Far Left
Pennsylvania, USA



Octagonal baptistry in front of the Duomo, Florence, Italy

Number and shape 
aspects of sacred architecture the

world over. They provide symbolic 
content, such as that connected to the 

number 

Rebirth, Renewal, Resurrection, 
Return, Repent

signaled by the number 8.

1 - circle /  unity
2 - vesica pisces / portal
3 - triangle / stability
4 - square / earth, space
5 - pentagon / life
6 - hexagon / man
7 - heptagon / time
8 - octagon / renewal
9 - nonagon / creation & judgment
     Etc……

8



Right, interior, 
octagonal baptistry, 

Florence, Italy



Eight pillars surrounding 
a full immersion baptismal font, 
St. John’s Lateran, Rome Italy





Ely Cathedral, 
Ely England





The Anelema
If you created a hole in the wall 
of your house and photographed 
the  sun  periodically  as  its  light 
appears  on  an  opposite  wall  in 
your home, during its movement 
over one full year,

the result would be
a figure-8 design called 

the “Anelema,” here
 photographed 3 times
a month for a full year.



8 in the Secular World (a few examples)

The Periodic Table of the Elements has 8 main groups: Atoms strive to combine with other elements 
that will give them 8 electrons in their outermost orbit, making them stable.

8 notes make up the Musical Scale - an “Octave.”

8 Combinations of 8 Bits make up the Binary Computer Code (color is reproduced
via channels of 8 bits each).

The Chess Board has 8 rows of 8 squares - the World’s Battlefields

Classic Greek & Egyptian Proportion of the Human Body is 8 Heads in Height.

Navigation within space requires 8 points; 1 for the point of origin and 7 more for the
destination, or 4 horizontal points and 3 vertical points. Sacred architecture often utilizes

movement within it in 8 ways; 4 horizontal directions, 3 vertical progressions, 1 of which may 
be circular or spiraling.











Mosaic, Basilica of St. Vitale, 538-545 AD



8 Requirements for 
the Passover Lamb

1. A male lamb
2. A firstborn lamb, 8 days old or more

3. Have no imperfections
4. Slain at 3 pm, the 6th hour

5. Roasted by fire
6. Have no bones broken
7. Eaten with bitter herbs

8. It must be totally consumed



8 Pieces of Sacred Clothing 
for the High Priest 

1. A golden crown
2. Breastplate with Urim and Thummim 

and 12 stones over the heart
3. Blue priesthood robe, one piece of cloth

4. An apron
5. White undergarments

6. Sash or belt
7. Hat or turban

8. Pants



    
     

   Going westward into the Holy of Holies, the High Priest passed 8 holy items tied to God: 

              1. The Altar of Sacrifice -  Christ is the Lamb of God,   John 1:29

               2. The Laver of Water  -  He is the source of living water,   John 4:13-14

               3. The east door of the Tabernacle  -  He  is the door to the Father and eternal life,   John 10:9

               4. The Grape Vine above the door to Herod’s Temple  -  He  is the True Vine we are the branches, 

                   John 15:1, 5

               5. The Table of Shewbread on the north inside the Holy Place  -  He  is the bread of life,   John 6:32-35

               6. The Menorah at the south side of the Holy Place  -  He Christ is the light of the world,   John 8:12

               7. The Altar of Incense before the temple veil, representing the prayers of the righteous ascending 

                   to heaven  -  He is the Mediator between man and God, 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1

               8. The Stone of Foundation in the Holy of Holies of Herod’s Temple, replacing the Ark of Solomon’s 

                   Temple  -  He is the rock, the sure foundation, the chief cornerstone, the stone the builders  

                   rejected, the keystone of our faith, etc., Psalm 118:22

  8 Items tied to God at Herod’s Temple



8th Day Purification for…
An “issue of blood”

Lepers who presented 2 he lambs to the priest
General sacrifices via firstlings of the the flock

Circumcision of males
Gatherings at solemn assemblies

“Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord: 
On the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto: and ye shall 

offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord; it is a solemn assembly; 
and ye shall do no servile work therein.”



“And he shall bring them on the eighth day for 
his cleansing unto the priest, unto the door of 

the tabernacle of the congregation, 
before the LORD” 

Leviticus 14:23



“Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 

while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls were saved by water. The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us 

by the resurrection of Jesus Christ” 

1 Peter 3:20-21



8
Words starting with 

“re” have ties to being made new

rebirth, renewal, resurrection, restart, restore, 
rejoin, reunite, reconnect, regenerate, 

 remind, remember, reconciliation, 
return, repent, etc.

8



Measure in Creation            

      Under the direction of the Father, the great Creator Jesus Christ stretched out the rule to lay 
the foundations of the earth, a symbol for creation. He questioned Job about His creative power, 
asking,  “Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?  declare,  if  thou  hast 
understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the 
line  upon it? Whereupon are the foundations  thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone 
thereof; When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?...Canst 
thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth 
Mazzaroth [the precession of the equinoxes] in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his 
sons? Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven [the order of the courses of heavenly bodies, Jer. 
31:35]? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth” (Job 38:4-7; 31-33)? 
      Isaiah, also addressing God’s creative power, added, “Who hath measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth 
in a measure,  and weighed the mountains in scales,  and the hills in a balance?...It is he that 
sitteth upon the circle of the earth…Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these 
things” (Isaiah 40:12-26). 



“Measurement is the very essence of creation” 
Hugh Nibley

“Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a small. 
[But] Thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure 

shalt thou have; that thy days may be lengthened in the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee. For all that do such things, [and] all that do 

unrighteously, [are] an abomination unto the LORD thy God” (Deut. 25:14).

Creation 
is the essence

of God, and uses 
number for measure.

Flower of LifeTree of Life Squared-Circle Creation Tools



The Great Pyramid
uses pure measure to 

communicate truths. To 
understand them and their

significance, one must 
become familiar with the 

language of numbers.

With these numbers we
see clear connections to 
Christ-centered concepts 

like His Grace in the 
Atonement, His role as 

Creator and King, and the 
establishment of His last 
days kingdom of peace 

and justice.



1. Most numbers in scripture are used as teaching tools. They possess both quantitative and qualitative 
meaning. Counting things in sacred architecture can help reveal these truths. We may see 8 pillars 

surrounding a baptismal font - made of green marble, symbolizing renewal via purifying living waters.

2. Another aspect of numbers are their ties to the heavens in relation to time. They can thus have a prophetic 
aspect, pointing to specific points in time of note, like Rosh Hashanah of 2017, marked in the measures of 

the Great Pyramid and a Native American temple site known as Parawan Gap in Southern Utah. 

3. Numbers are used in creation as part of measure, yet measure is also a form of judgment, as in the 
statement - “you have been weighed and measured and found wanting” or “thou art weighed in the balances 
and found wanting” (Daniel 5). Numbers may have striking opposing meaning too - like the number 9, tied 

to both  Judgment (destruction) and Creation thereafter.



The 9th of Av - the Cursed Day - Judgment

9 as a Creation Number

Birth of the Kingdom of God on the Earth
Rosh Hashanah, 2017 - Great Pyramid, Parowan Gap



9 & Creation - Measures Reduced down to 9



The  two  most  common  symbols  of  the 
Atonement of Christ are the cross and the 
lesser  known  squared-circle.  At  left  we 
see, “Proportions of a Man” by Leonardo 
Da  Vinci,  1487,  also  called  “Vitruvian 
Man”,after the Roman architect Vitruvius. 
Da  Vinci’s  drawing  features  reconciling 
geometry  between  the  perimeter  of  the 
square  and  the  circumference  of   the 
circle,or the reconciliation of the physical 
to the spiritual, or man to God.

According  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the 
geometry of the best sacred architecture is 
based  on  the  divine  proportions  of  the 
human body, and more specifically God’s 
body in the Sacred Cubit – 25.20 inches.

2520 Key of Creation



I make 
all things 

new
Revelation 21:5



An easy to read 

but stimulating 

introduction to 

number symbolism



The End 
Video 1 of  5 on Sacred Architecture







The Seven Tabernacles
Reading Sacred Architecture

Video #2 of 5: Sacred Space



Sacred Space
We typically progress through three tiers of Sacred Space, as seen in the Tabernacle; 
(1) the outer courtyard, (2) the Holy Place, and (3) the Holy of Holies. “Space” is
 symbolized by the four corners of the square. 

        Design & Purpose - a return to the God who has redeemed us
         Setting - placement within sacred space - the Promised Land
            Orientation - positioning relative to the heavens
        Movement - inside the structure, from the east

“And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst”
 

Exodus 25:8



There are many notable structures we could concentrate on.
A good place to start is

The Parthenon 
Hagia Sophia

Church of the Holy Sepulchre
Saint Peter’s Basilica
Chartres Cathedral

The Dome of the Rock
Angkor Wat
Borobudur

The Kirtland Ohio House of the LORD

The Garden of Eden
The tower of Babel

The Tabernacle 
Solomon’s Temple
Herod’s Temple

The Great Pyramid
Stonehenge

Karnak
The Pantheon

God gave specific instructions to Moses atop Sinai to construct it. 
Why? What was its purpose? 



Three Divisions of Sacred Space

Eden: Earth’s
First Temple

God 
The Tree of Life, center 

The Garden of Eden 
The Land of Eden

Land of Nod
The World

God

The Holy of Holies
The Holy Place

Camp of Israel, Outer Court

Wilderness
The World

 

God’s Temple
in Heaven

God
Place Beyond / 3rd Hvn 

Stars / 2nd Hvn 

Sky / 1st Hvn

The World

“Clean” versus “Unclean” / Separation
Progression back to God

The Tabernacle
built by Moses

God

The Holy of Holies
The Holy Place

Camp of Israel, Outer Court

Wilderness
The World

 

Solomon’s Temple
Herod’s Temple

Other Structures of Note



God in Heaven

a Grand Gate with Guardians
a Golden Path to God - The Way
a Throne Room with Two Seats

striking symbols all around, including the Flower of Life
comparable to a great amphitheater with the heavens seen above 

a Beautiful Garden is located behind the Thrones
in it there is the Tree of Life

and Living waters below 
many angelic beings in white worshipping, communing, receiving

a place of Great Light, Glory, Love, and much more



7 “Days” of Creation

“And it came to pass that the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, 
I  reveal  unto you concerning this 
heaven  and  this  earth;  write  the 
words  which  I  speak.  I  am  the 
Beginning  and  the  End,  the 
Almighty  God.  By  mine  Only 
Begotten I  created these  things. 
Yea, in the beginning I created the 
heaven and the earth  upon which 
thou  standest.  And  the  earth  was 
without  form  and  void;  and  I 
caused darkness to come up upon 
the face of the deep. And my Spirit 
moved upon the face of the waters, 
for I am God. And I, God, said, Let 
there be light; and there was light” 

JST Genesis 1:1-6

Flower of Life found at

Throne Room in Heaven
Temple of Osiris, Abydos, Egypt
Forbidden City, China
Ephesus, Turkey
Golden Temple, Amritsar, India
Cathedral-Mosque, Córdoba, Spain

Note:  Some of these symbols were 
added by othersafter these structures 
were built.

 









3 Altars & 3 Gates





What was the purpose of the Tabernacle?

God invited His newly delivered people to receive Him at Mt. Sinai.
They had been in slavery for over 400 years and had much to learn. 

They were given the higher law first, but were unprepared to receive it 
and God in His glory and thus they rejected Him,

choosing instead the man Moses lead them.

God then provided a lesser law and the Tabernacle as teaching tools
to return the people He loved to Him. It was in fulfillment of 

the promises God had made to their “fathers.”



According to the Zohar, the higher law revealed to Moses in Horeb was rejected and was thus 
never fully revealed to the children of Israel. This appears to be supported by ancient Jewish 
tradition in the Zohar, where we read that the first set of stone tablets given Moses “emanated 
from the tree of life” but the second set “came from the side of the tree of good and evil.” And 
according to Jewish kabalah, the first tablets “were the light and doctrine of the Messiah, the 
outpouring of universal deliverance, the source of eternal life on earth” while the second set 
“represented  the  indirect  or  ‘fragmented’ manifestation  of  this  light”  (see  Leo  Schaya,  The 
Universal Meaning of the kabbalah, pps. 15-16).

Because the children of Israel chose not to keep the higher law contrary to sound doctrine (1 
Tim. 1:9-10), the LORD “added” the Law of Moses unto the gospel as a strict “schoolmaster” to 
prepare them for the future coming of the Messiah  (see JST Galatians 3:19-20, 24). The 
Tabernacle symbolized the future mission of this Messiah. He came among His people that 
all the Israelites might participate in the higher law. It is given to help those who love the LORD 
the opportunity to enter His Holy presence, His “rest.”         



 “Now this Moses plainly taught to the children of Israel in 
the wilderness, and sought diligently to sanctify his people 
that they might behold the face of God; But they hardened 
their hearts and could not endure his presence; therefore, the 
Lord in his wrath, for his anger was kindled against them, 
swore that they should not  enter into his  rest  while in the 
wilderness, which rest is the fulness of his glory.”

D&C 84:23-24



“And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two other tables of stone, like unto the 
first, and I will write upon them also, the words of the law, according as they were 
written at the first on the tables which thou brakest; but it shall not be according to 
the first, for I will take away the priesthood out of their midst; therefore my holy 
order, and the ordinances thereof, shall not go before them; for my presence shall 
not go up in their midst, lest I destroy them. But I will give unto them the law as at 
the first, but it shall be after the law of a carnal commandment; for I have sworn in 
my wrath, that they shall not enter into my presence, into my rest, in the days of 
their pilgrimage” (JST Exodus 34:1-2).

“And I will write on the tables the words that were on the first tables, which thou 
breakouts, save the words of the everlasting covenant of the holy priesthood, and 
thou shalt put them in the ark” (Deut. 10:2). 



Therefore, he took Moses out of their midst, and the Holy Priesthood also; And the lesser priesthood continued, 
which priesthood holdeth the key of the ministering of angels and the preparatory gospel . . . And the whole 
world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this you may know they 
are under the bondage of sin, because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me 
is under the bondage of sin. And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is 
not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world 
groaneth under sin and darkness even now. And your minds in times past  have been darkened because of 
unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have received—Which vanity and unbelief 
have brought the whole church under condemnation. And this condemnation resteth upon the children of 
Zion,  even  all.  And  they  shall  remain  under  this  condemnation  until  they  repent  and  remember  the  new 
covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, not only to say, 
but to do according to that which I have written—That they may bring forth fruit meet for their 
Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children 
of Zion. For shall  the children of the kingdom  pollute  my holy land? Verily,  I  say unto you, Nay (D&C 
84:20-26, 49-59).  See also Hebrews 3 & 4; Jacob 1:6-8; Mosiah 13:13-14, 25-35, 2 Nephi 2:3-11, 15-16, 
27-28; Moroni 6:4; JST Matthew 16:16-20 & 2nd Nephi 27:5.                 



The Tabernacle

#1

#2

#3

    The Tabernacle
focuses on Salvation in a future Savior.
                  16 chapters in the Bible are 
                           devoted to this unique
                                         teaching tool.



The WayThe TruthThe Life

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up”



    Three Veils                                                     
3.   Veil to Holy of Holies - The Life
         3rd tier of sacred space, with -
         Ark of the Covenant
            2 Tablets of Stone / King’s law
            Aaron’s Rod, Budded / King’s authority, power
            Pot of Manna / King’s love, word

2.    Veil to Holy Place - The Truth
       2nd tier of sacred space, with -
          7-Branched Candlestick / Menorah - light
          Table of 12 Shewbread - communion
          Altar of Incense - prayers

1.   Veil /Gate of Outer Court - The Way
        1st tier of sacred space, with -
          Altar of Sacrifice 
          Laver of Water

Three Altars
       
3.   Prayer Altar - one-ness - Spirit
      Altar of Incense before the veil of Holy of Holies
         Our LORD’s Freewill Gethsemane suffering        
         His blood sprinkled upon the ground
         God baptizes us in the Holy Spirit

2.   Burnt & Peace Offering Altar - before the Tabernacle - Soul
     Altar of Sacrifice / lambs, rams, oxen
         Our LORD’s scourging - near Roman fortress
         His blood poured out
         Offer up a broken heart & contrite spirit / Baptism by men 

1.   Sin Offering Altar - “outside the camp” - Body
      Red Heifer sacrifice  - outside the camp
         The LORD’s crucifixion site - Mount of Olives
         His blood smeared on the cross
         Turn to God & repent
         

Three Spaces



The Apostle  Paul  stated,  “We have  an  altar  [farthest  east],  whereof  they  [Levite 
priests] have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, 
whose blood is brought  into the sanctuary  [on the day of Atonement] by the high 
priest for sin, are burned without the camp [on the Miphkad Altar - on the Mount of 
Olives  across  from the temple].  Wherefore  Jesus also,  that  he  might  sanctify  the 
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth  therefore unto 
him without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13:10-13,, see also Heb. 9:12-16). 

Where is this “altar” that is “without the gate” and “without the camp”?

The LORD suffered “without the camp,” fulfilling “clean” versus “unclean”  
requirements (and others) in the Law He gave.

God fulfilled His own Law in the geography of the Atonement



1. Clean versus Unclean: Ezekiel 43:23
2. Christ suffered “without the gate” or “camp”:   Heb. 13:10-13; Lev. 4; Ezek. 43
3. It was the “clean place”: Ezek. 43:12; Num. 3:38, 19:9 / the “appointed place”: Ezek. 43:21 / “the outward sanctuary”: 

Ezek. 44:1 / “without the sanctuary”: Ezek. 43:21 / “without the gate”: Heb. 13:10-13 / “without the camp”: Ezek. 
43:12, 21; Heb. 9:3, 13:10-13

4.     There were 3 veils separating 3 spaces, 3 types of altars (sin, burnt & peace offerings) / 3 types of blood application 
        (sprinkling, pouring out, mearing) / 3 types large animal sacrifices (bullock, goat,  lambs); Ezek. 43 (& 2 birds, Gen. 15)
5.     The Red Heifer Sacrifice took place outside the camp or gate: Num. 8:7 (purification of Levites), 19:  
        1-22; Heb. 9:11-28 (Paul compared it to Jesus); Ex. 24:7; Lev. 4:3-13, 21; Christ used the Red Heifer bridge 
        & pathway on Mt. of Olives during His Triumphal Entry (“The Descent of the Mount of Olives”) Luke 19:37
6.     The “waters of purification” featured e a mix of living water from the Gihon Spring with the Ashes of the red heifer 
        made to purify various things, including the Levites and unclean things (lepers), Num. 8:7, 12, 14; 9:13, 19:9
7.     The ashes of animals whose blood was brought into the Sanctuary (for sprinkling, smearing and pouring out) was taken
        east to the “appointed place” and a special ash pit there,  Lev. 6:10-11
8.     It was a 2000 cubit distance from the Ark to the “clean place” - “outside the camp”: Joshua 3:4
9.     Adam & Eve were commanded to offer sacrifice (firstlings of flock) without knowing why at first. An angel latter told 
        them that it was in “similitude of the Only Begotten of the Father who is full of grace and truth.” He added, “all things 
        are to be done in the name of the Son. Repent and call upon God in the name of the Son for evermore” (JST Gen. 4:5-8).
10.   A sin altar was used by Cain, located outside of the Land of Eden, eastward: Gen. 4:7, 5:9
11.   Sacrifices were carried out “Before the LORD,” “Before the LORD’s Face,” & “Before the Tabernacle” Num. 19:3-4



The  Tabernacle as a Symbol of  Christ - the Redeemer 

8. The Ark of  the Covenant / He the King of  kings and the Great High Priest, providing for 
His people. 1 Tim. 6:15. Latter at Herod’s Temple He would be symbolized by the Stone of  
Foundation in the Holy of  Holies. It replaced the Ark the Covenant. He is the rock, the sure 
foundation, the chief  cornerstone, the stone the builders of  the Temple rejected, the keystone of  
our faith. Psalm 118:22   He is now a “stone of  stumbling” for both houses of  Israel (Isa. 8:14). 

7. The Menorah / He is the light of  the world. John 1:9, 8:12 

6. The Table of  Shewbread / He  is the bread of  life.  John 6:32-35 

5. The Gate or Door / He is the Gate. No servant is employed there. John 10:9. Above the door 
to Herod’s Temple was a golden vine. He is also the True Vine. We are to abide in Him. John 15. 

4. The Laver of  Water / He is the Fountain of  Living Waters, our source of  cleansing and our 
source of  revelation and the Spirit. John 4:13-14 

3. The Altars of  Sacrifice #1, 2 & 3 / He is the Only Begotten Son of  the Father, the 
unblemished “Sin Offering,” the Lamb of  God, the Creator, Redemer, Mediator, and scapegoat. 
We offer up our sins in repentance (Altar #1, John 1:29); A broken heart & a contrite spirit (Altar 
#2, 1 John 5:1-8); And full submission of  our will to His (Altar #3, John 4:34, 1 John 2:1-3).  

2. The Way / He is the way of  salvation, the only way. It is straight and narrow course, east to 
west. John 14:6 

1. The Four Coverings / 1. White Linen - The Righteous, Worthy is the Lamb (Rev. 2:26, 3:4-5, 18, 
4:4; chap. 5; Isa. 61:1-3; Luke 9:28-31); 2. Undyed Goat Skin – The Scapegoat (Lev. 16:7-10; Isa. 
50:4-6); 3. Ram Skin Dyed Red – Redemption via Blood of  the King (Gen. 22:13); 4. Undyed Badger 
Skin – No Outward Beauty to Desire Him (Isa. 53:1-10) 

8 Symbols
for Christ

at the
Tabernacle



The  Tabernacle Furniture as Types of  Prayer to Part the Veil to God 

8. God’s Glory, Presence, Skekinah / He the King of  kings and the Great High Priest, 
providing for His people. 1 Tim. 6:15. Latter at Herod’s Temple 

7. Ark of  the Covenant / Waiting on the LORD / He is the light of  the world. John 1:9, 8:12 

6. Altar  #1 - Altar of  Incense / Intercession for Others / He  is the bread of  life.  John 
6:32-35 

5. The Table of  Shewbread / Meditation & Pondering / He is the Gate. No servant is 
employed there. John 10:9. Above the door to Herod’s Temple was a golden vine. He is also the 
True Vine. We are to abide in Him. John 15. 

4. The Menorah / Pray in the Spirit / He is the Fountain of  Living Waters, our source of  
cleansing and our source of  revelation and the Spirit. John 4:13-14 

3. The Laver of  Water / Prayer of  Praise & Worship / He is the Only Begotten Son of  the 
Father, the unblemished “Sin Offering,” the Lamb of  God, the Creator, Redemer, Mediator, and 
scapegoat. We offer up our sins in repentance (Altar #1, John 1:29) 

2. Altar #2 - Burnt Offering Altar / Prayer of  Submission, Sacrifice / He is the way of  
salvation, the only way. It is straight and narrow course, east to west. John 14:6 

1. Altar #1 - Sin Offering Altar / Repentance Prayer / 1. White Linen - The Righteous, Worthy 
is the Lamb (Rev. 2:26, 3:4-5, 18, 4:4; chap. 5; Isa. 61:1-3; Luke 9:28-31);) 

8 Symbols
for Christ

at the
Tabernacle





7 Branched
Candlestick
or Menorah

7 Lights
or Planets

7 Spirits

7 Days of the Week

7th Sabbath Day of Rest

7th Sabbatical Year
of Release 

7 x 7 Jubilee Year
of Restoration

12 Round
Loaves of Bread

12 Zodiac Signs
for each of the

12 Tribes of Israel
(12 Sons of Jacob)

The rotation of
the 12 Zodiac signs
around the sun is 
“the Great Year”
or 25,912 years

(12 x 2160 years)

12 Commandments
2 “Great” or “summary”

Commandments
& 10 Additional
CommandmentsJosephus tied the 12 loaves inside the Holy Place to the 12 constellations and the 

7 lights of the Menorah to the planets. He stated that the large curtain hanging 
above the entrance to Herod’s temple (24 x 82’) had heavenly symbols on it.





5, 6 & 7
are primarily 

Male
in qualities

2, 3 & 4
are primarily 

Female
in qualities

Seven Spirits
They are

special servants
that work as
tutors and
governors.

After #1,
Isaiah addresses

them in pairs

2 & 4
3 & 5
6 & 7



The Seven Spirits - Special Servants, Tutors

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is 
to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne” (Rev. 1:4, see 
also 15-16, verses 1-2). 

“And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in 
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns 
and  seven  eyes,  which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth  into  all  the 
earth” (Rev. 5:6).

“Now I say, That the heir,  as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the 
time appointed of the father” (Gal. 4:1-2).

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit  of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord [reverential awe]; And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight 
of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he 
shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins” (Isa. 11:1-5).



The Tabernacle Focuses on the Future Mission of Messiah
and was Fulfilled in the Atonement

16 Bible chapters detail the Tabernacle and its symbolic furnishings.

Christ compared His body to the Tabernacle & Temple. In John 2:19-21, He said,  “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”.” 

In Greek the word “Tabernacle” means to “dwell” or to live or camp in a tent. Many believe 
Christ’s birthday is at Tabernacles, the day He came to earth to dwell among His people.  In 
Exodus 25:8 He stated, “And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst.” 
In Matthew 1:23, we read, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel,” which means “God with us.”  

Christ is the Great High Priest making sacrifice for His people at the temple. He entered in 
the Holy of Holies once, shedding His own blood for us all. See Hebrews 9:12.



All items inside the Tabernacle were Gold, representing the LORD’s great Glory.

The Lampstand, Menorah or Tree of Life was solid God, “hammered” into its shape. It 
represents God as the Light of the World. It was the only light in the Tabernacle. It was 
never to go out. John 1:9 says all have come to earth with His light. / 7 Spirits / 7 Planets

All other implements inside the Tabernacle were made of Acacia or Shiitic wood, covered in 
Gold. The crown of thorns (King of kings) He wore was made from the Acacia tree.

The Messiah is the Bread of Life, providing Manna for the Israelites for 40 years. He is also 
the word of God made flesh among His people. His word is given us in the 12 
commandments (the 2 great commandments and the additional 10 on 2 tablets of stone). 
The Table of Shewbread had 12 loaves of bread upon it, replaced every Sabbath. / 12 
Constellations



 7ʺ″ Nail in Heel Bone, Crucifixion Victim, Jerusalem
The wood fragments found on the outside of the nail above (left side) are from an Acacia 
tree plank. This tree features long spikes or thorns, from which the crown of thorns was 

made for our LORD. It was put on Him in mocking fashion by Roman soldiers in 
connection with the title, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” All wood implements 
inside the Tabernacle of Moses were covered with gold (glory). Those outside it were 
made of silver or brass. All things at the Tabernacle pointed to the future Messiah. The 

inside wood fragments of this nail (right) were from an olive tree. God told Satan,
 "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 

it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel" (Gen. 3:15).
Crown of Thorns, painting on the ceiling of 

the Chapel of the Flagellation (second station), Jerusalem, Israel



The Altar of Incense sat right before the temple veil. It put forth fragrant rising smoke 
symbolizing prayers to God (offering up the desires of our heart). It was the last of 3 
altars tied to entering the God’s presence. Parting the veil to God is through mighty prayer 
- a “wrestle” - Jacob, “overcoming” - John, and to “prevail” - Joseph). 

Messiah is a Mediator and Advocate with the Father. We are to pray to God in His name. 
When Jesus finished His Atonement by proclaiming “It is finished,” the veil of the Temple 
(Jesus) was torn in 2, making the way to the Father possible via Christ’s blood.

The Ark (Acacia wood covered in Gold) was made of two parts. There was the solid Gold 
“Mercy Seat” that separted the Law below in the box (on the 2 Tablets of Stone). The law 
is tied to justice and judgment (certain death to the unprepared due to God’s great glory). 
Also inside was the golden Pot of Manna and Aaron’s Rod that budded.

The 2 Cherubim atop the Mercy Seat may be tied to two of God’s special
servants; Elijah and Moses. The wings of each Cherubim may actually
be at 90 degrees to each other, forming a back rest and arms for the LORD.



1. the Altar (Ex. 24:6)
2. the People (Ex. 24:8)
3. the Tabernacle & its Implements (Heb. 9:21)
4. the Book (Heb. 9:19).

 

1. The 1st - plant based white linen - “the Garment of Praise” (Isa. 61:1-3), for those who “overcome” (Rev. 
2:26, 3:4-5, 18, 4:4); The Transfigured Christ (Matt. 17:2, 28:3; Luke 9:28-31). “Straw” from flax plants 
was taken from the Israelites in Egypt for making bricks, making their tasks much harder (Ex. 5:11). 

2.    The 2nd - undyed Goat skin - Christ as the “scapegoat” (Lev. 16:7-10); Sins put upon Him; abused - hair 
       of beard pulled out, kicked, hit, spit upon, etc. (Isa. 50:4-6).
3.    The 3rd - Ram skin dyed red - Christ is the Lamb of God, sacrificed for the people. He as King of kings 
       was of Judah, the Kingship Tribe. Abraham was about to sacrifice His son Isaac when God provided him a 
       substitute sacrifice, a Ram caught in the thicket (Gen. 22:13).
4.    The 4th - undyed Badger or Seal skin - a plain covering. Isaiah said the “suffering servant” had “no beauty
       that others would desire him” (Isa. 53:1-10). He and His works were pure and noble.

 

Four Tabernacle Coverings Pointing to Christ
Four colors (Ex. 24:6)

Four Blood Coverings at Sinai
The Righteous are covered by the Blood of the Lamb

 



The God-given design of the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple
 and their latter location in Jerusalem,

point to the location of our LORD’s Atonement
in connection with them.

This act of great love for us is the focus 
of the gospel of Christ, of scripture, 

and the best sacred architecture.

There is much in the way of false teachings and traditions among us.
One of them is where the temples and the atonement were located.

Where do we look for truth?



Three Facets of “the Word”

1. The Person of Jesus Christ, Creator, Redeemer - the Father of our Salvation
2. God’s Revealed word to us individually - learn how to receive it
3. God’s Recorded word in scripture - feast upon it as a powerful dividing
     sword - the sword of Truth, separating light from darkness (lies & deception)

God is the best answer, as…

WHO You Believe Determines WHAT You Believe
I believe God, not men with an agenda



Trust in God not Man
    Psalm 18:8 - “It is better to trust in the LORD than put confidence in man” (exact center scripture of the Bible).
    Jeremiah 17:5 -  “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, and 
                 whose heart departeth from the LORD.”
    2 Nephi 4:34       Curses result when we trust in men and
    2 Nephi 28:31-32      in their precepts (unless given by the Holy Ghost). The Gentiles will deny me.

Natural Cursings result when we don’t seek God’s light, wisdom & love, turning to men instead. 
    1.  Relying on men doesn’t foster a trusting relationship with God, for receiving pure revelation from Him.
    2.  Too many don’t seek nor receive regular guidance and help from Him, the source of light, wisdom & love.
    3.  The result is - the “harvest is come and our souls not saved” (D&C 45:2, 56:16; Jer. 17:11). It is an “awful 
         situation” (Mosiah 2:40; Ether 8:24). Without real repentance and a relationship with God, we are not “born 
         again” (the first 3 “Blessed” Beatitudes) and thus we do not have “oil” in our lamps (the Holy Ghost) to light  
         the way, helping us separate light from darkness in a world filled with lies, deception & bondage (JST Gen. 3:5).     
    4. We then are more easily deceived by men, who “lie” and “deceive” for the sake of “gain” (1 Ne. 22:23; 2 
        Nephi 26:20-23,   28:3-13; Mormon 8:33-38; D&C 10:46-70). God has warned us about so many who use 
        “lies” and “deception” in governments, media, schools, and churches (see JST Gen. 3:5; 3 Ne. 16:10, 
        21:19-20, 30:1-2; 1833 Book of Commandments 4:5-6; D&C 123:7-17; Ephesians 4:14; D&C 45:57). Those
        who don't value God’s word by searching for it and feasting upon it are not aware of this message.



The Setting for Sacred Space
Where do you put a temple and why?

1. God chose the setting, not man - using  a number of markers -
          Living Water (natural sources of clean spring water)
          Consuming Fire (fire sent down from God to consume the first sacrifice
               at this setting, typically at the dedication of it)
          Centrality within designated “sacred space”

2.   This location can be verified by -
         God’s word and law  (written & revealed) - He came to fulfill it perfectly
         Eyewitnesses, including Jewish historians and Priests, Roman leaders, and 
              pilgrims to the city, etc.

      





God placed them
where the “living water” was and is…

for ceremonial washings,
for washing away the blood of sacrifices,

to maintain life, etc. as

God is “the Fountain of Living Waters” (Jer. 2:13),
the source of everlasting Life, Salvation, renewal,

and Revelation - symbolized by water



Four scriptures address living water coming forth from the temple. Ezekiel 47:1 states, “behold, waters 
issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward” (see also Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8; Rev. 22:1).

Isaiah stated, “And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat 
thy bones:  and thou shalt  be like a  watered garden,  and like  a spring of  water,  whose waters  fail 
not” (Isaiah 58:11). 

He added, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1).

“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14; 7:38). 

Throughout scripture we read of the former rains and the later rains of Israel (Deut. 11:14; Job 29:23; 
Hosea 6:3; Joel 2:23: James 5:7). They are tied to the harvest, and are symbolically associated with 
revelation – the living word of God (Amos 8:11-12). He is the “fountain of living waters” (Jer. 2:13). 
When there is wickedness, He removes the “rains” and there is famine for the word - of both physical, 
life-giving water and all things spiritual - God’s Spirit (Deut. 11:17; Jer. 3:3; 5:24; Isa. 3:1; 19:5-8).



Speaking of the land given Abraham and his posterity, God said,

 “For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
depths that spring out of valleys and hills” (Deut. 8:7). 

Scripture and history both tell us that the Jerusalem temples sat directly above the Gihon Spring, the 
only source of living water  for 5 miles. “Gihon” means “bursting forth” or “gushing.” In Eden (a 
temple-like setting) the Gihon river was one of four rivers watering the earth. They originated in Eden.

King David and his Israelite army captured the ancient Jebusite fortress at Jebusa. It then became “the 
Stronghold of David” or “the City of David,” the future setting for the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple. It 
eventually came to be called Jerusalem.

God sent His Son to redeem us. His sacrifice was performed at a forgotten altar setting directly across 
from the Temple and its living waters. This special geographic location is provided by various phrases such 
as “without the gate,” “without the camp,” and “before the Lord’s face” in scripture. They and many other 
markers point to an east-to-west alignment of 3 altars tied to the Jerusalem Temples, allowing the Father 
(symbolically sitting on a throne in the Holy of Holies) to witness the sacrifices on them.

Most importantly, they point out the accurate location for the Atonement of Christ.



The location and alignment of the 3 altars - and Christ’s Atonement at the most eastern 
one - depends on first locating the temple. All were associated with a special spring. The 
Jebusite fortress at Jebusa (which became Jerusalem) was built around this spring. The 
fortress and its water were captured by King David’s general Joab and his men as they 

climbed up a vertical shaft within the walls of the fortress (see 2 Sam. 5:8; 1 Chron. 
11:4-6). This shaft provided living water via an intermittent siphon spring -

the Gihon Spring,
the only source of living water for five miles.

Speaking of Israel, when she was an unfaithful bride, Jeremiah, quoting God stated: 

“For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:13). The wicked are 

given “the waters of gall” or “wormwood” and waters that “don’t go softly.”



“Warren’s Shaft” is the current name of the 
rocky tube leading up and into the old Jebusite 
fortress, where 

known as the “



Four scriptures tell us that living waters will issue forth from the temple in Jerusalem once again in the last days (Ezek. 
47:1; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8; Rev. 22:1). 

“Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly…the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the 
river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria…And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over…” (Isa. 
8:6-8;). “Wormwood” is the bitter waters reserved for those rejecting the living God (Deut. 27, Num. 5). 

Living Water from the Gihon Spring was used for many purposes at the Temple.

     1. Pure water was used for drinking and cooking purposes
     2. Israel’s Davidic kings were washing prior to their anointing and enthronement
     3. Israel's priests were washed before their temple service and after it
     4. Purifying mikveh’s were used for those coming to the temple
     5. Portions of various animal sacrifices were washed prior to their burning on the Altar of Sacrifice
     6. Afterwards, the blood of many thousands of animal sacrifices (types for Christ) was washed away from 
         the altar, nearby tables, and various implements of the temple. Prior to sacrifice, the priests laid their hands 
         on the animals, transferring the sins of Israel upon them. Their defiled blood (tied to sin and death) was 
         washed away from the holy temple and into the Kidron Brook in the valley below. 

The	  hammered	  brass	  or	  
“brazen”	  Laver	  of	  Water	  
was	  approximately	  14	  
feet	  in	  diameter.	  And	  at	  7	  
feet	  deep.	  It	  held	  12,000	  	  
to	  18,000	  gallons	  of	  
precious	  water.

12
Oxen

12,000
gallons
of water

The Jerusalem Temples
were built over

the “living waters’
of the Gihon Spring

not cisterns.



Atonement Site

West East

North

.False .One of many current 
It took place at a 

Is the Setting for the Jerusalem Temples 
(Solomon, Herod, others)

The Old City of David.



Christ Fulfilled the Law & the Prophets              
Academics and religious leaders have relied on tradition rather than God’s word and law in 
scripture, temple patterns for the ancient sacrifices, prophecy,  and historic sources which 
collectively point to an aligned eastern setting (with the temple westward and the rising sun 
eastward) for the setting of Christ’s atonement. Constantine moved it to a location behind 
and north of the temple, and within “the camp of Israel. Death, like sin and blood polluted 
the purity of sacred space, defiling the land. This is one reason why Christ’s body had to be 
taken down from the cross before the special High Day “Sabbath” (Nisan 15, the first day of 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread), which began at sundown the night before it. Special “sin” 
offerings, especially those worthy of the death penalty, were thus carried out away from the 
Holy City and the sanctity of its temple, “outside the camp of Israel” eastward, beyond the 
invisible boundary of its third tier of sacred space – which was beyond the 2000 cubit limit 
as  established in Joshua 3:4.  This is  the distance to the upper portion of  the Mount of 
Cursing from the temple veil westward. It is also before the Lord - and thus witnessed by 
God the Father, symbolically sitting on His throne in the Holy of Holies of the Temple. 
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Separation: Sacred from the Profane or “Clean” & “Unclean”

SEPARATION:   Distance of 2000 cubits (3000 feet) from God, symbolized in the Ark of 
the Covenant west to the Sin Offering Altar east (see Joshua 3:4). It was on the southern peak 
of the Mount of Olives, known as the Mt. of Cursing, the Mt. of Corruption, and “the Mt. of 
Offense.” King Solomon set up altars for many wives there.

SEPARATION:   From from the living waters of the Gihon Spring west on the Ophel to 
the place of sin, blood, and death at the mipkad altar (meaning “appointed place”) east on the 
Mount of Cursing. It was the setting for the rare Red Heifer sacrifice.

SEPARATION:   The Tree of Life was in the Garden of Eden west. Adam & Eve were sent 
out of “the Garden of Eden” eastward in “the land Eden.” They made sacrifice on an altar 
there (equivalent to the burnt offering altar #2 closer to the temple). Cain was expelled farther 
eastward into the land of Nod because of his murder of Abel. God told him that “sin liveth at 
the door” (leading to the next tier of sacred space, Gen. 5:7).

SEPARATION:   “Wise” virgins are all invited to come out of spiritual Babylon and Egypt 
(the  world)  and  go  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom.  We  are  to  be  a  separate  people  in 
relationship with God. Our return to God is symbolized in 3 steps (3 veils, gates, and altars). 

SEPARATION:   There is great light at the center of the Milky Way versus our setting at its 
outer, darker edges. God’s great glory consumes that which is not ready for it, that which has 
not been “quickened” or “transfigured” by Him.
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Forgotten 3rd Sin Offering Altar

The sin offering altar east was in-line with the temple westward (built directly over the Gihon 
Spring) and the rising sun and moon at Passover over the Mount of Cursing (the southern most 
summit of the Mount of Olives - 3 peaks). This setting was 10 degrees north of due east.

It was the farthest east altar away from the temple, just beyond the gate (place of judgment) of the 
3rd tier of sacred space at the Tabernacle or Temple.

This setting was considered a “clean place” and an extension of the temple, though much of the 
mountain nearby was “unclean,” tied to sin, blood, and death in executions, graves, etc. It was the 
special “appointed place” for the Red Heifer sacrifice. The all red female cow (“heifer” - tied to 
mercy) was slayed at this setting and burnt entirely to ash here. In addition, the ashes of those 
animals whose blood was brought inside the temple for sprinkling, pouring out, and smearing, was 
also brought to this clean place and put into an ash pit here. This ash was mixed with the living 
water of the Gihon Spring to wash the priests, the implements of temple, and those needing special 
cleansing (lepers).

This setting was also downwind from the temple (eastward), and upon the same mountain where 
the “unclean” outside of Jerusalem lived (lepers, the sick, etc.). It was also the setting for official 
Jewish executions by stoning, and the setting for graves (death). The Romans used this mountain 
for crucifixions outside of Jerusalem. It was a high place on the main road leading into Jerusalem 
from the east, a good place execute rebels as an “example.” Bethany was close by. It was where 
lepers, the maimed, and the outcast resided “outside” the Holy City. Jesus chose to stay there when 
He came to Jerusalem (lodging at the home of Simon the Leper, father of Lazarus and Mary of 
Bethany, the LORD’s potential wife [Mary Magdalene]).



The Apostle  Paul  stated,  “We have  an  altar  [farthest  east],  whereof  they  [Levite 
priests] have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, 
whose blood  is brought  into the sanctuary  [on the day of Atonement] by the high 
priest for sin, are burned without the camp [on the Miphkad Altar - on the Mount of 
Cursing across from the temple]. Wherefore Jesus also,  that he might sanctify the 
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto 
him without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13:10-13,, see also Heb. 9:12-16). 

Christ suffered “without the camp,” fulfilling “clean” versus “unclean”  requirements 
in the Law He gave His people as the Law Giver.

The Geography of the Atonement is Important





Summary of the Setting
1. Christ’s Atonement occurred in God’s chosen sacred Space and Time, via many markers. 

2. He was crucified on the Holy Day on His calendar known as Passover (deliverance via the blood of the lamb) and in 
the covenant land of Abraham, and specifically “the land of Moriah,” on two opposing mountains there fulfilling the 
covenant pattern established by Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Joshua in “the Doctrine of the Two.” In it a “sin 
offering” was to be made to God on the higher east mountain - tied to cursing - the Mount of Cursing. He was buried on 
the day tied to  the Feast  of  Unleavened Bread,  and then rose from His  grave three days later  on the Feast  of 
Firstfruits, thus fulfilling the 3 spring Holy Days tied to the lamb and mercy.

3. This special altar (and all altars) was opposite the temple to the east and thus they were “before the Lord’s face” - 
where the Father sat symbolically on His throne in the Holy of Holies observing all ordinances. East is the direction of 
"sin" (from Eden) throughout scripture (see Ex. 29, verses 11, 23, 24, 26 and 42; Lev. 4:4-7; Num. 6:25, 19:3; 1 Sam. 
5:3; Luke 10:1). Movement to the west (the destination of the sun) is towards God in the Holy of Holies.

2. This alar is tied to rare Red Heifer sacrifice. It was burnt to ash on the miphkad Altar (meaning the "appointed 
place”) and was in line with the rising sun over the Mt. of Olives at Passover (10 degrees north of due east). There 
the priest slayed the animal while looking towards the temple, sprinkling its blood towards it 7 times. On the time 
(Day of Atonement) the blood of a bull and a goat was sprinkled 7 times upon the mercy seat, the High Priest 
facing east while doing so. The Red Heifer sacrifice was made 2000 cubits east of the temple, a safe distance from 
the Ark (see Josh. 3:4), at a setting that was considered a “clean place” - an extension of the temple - but “without 
the camp of Israel” (Ezek. 43:21; Num. 19:3-4, 31:13-19), also called “the outward sanctuary” (Ezek. 44:1-3), or 
in the Targum for Ezekiel 43:21, “the temple outside the sanctuary.” See Hebrews 13:10-13 and 9:12-16.



The ashes from the burnt bodies of the animals on Altar #2 at the temple, whose blood was brought into the temple for 
"sprinkling", "pouring out" or “smearing,” was then taken to the ash pit located “without the camp” (where the Red 
Heifer was sacrificed and burnt). These combined ashes were then mixed with the living water of the Gihon Spring  to 
be sprinkled upon various things to purify them, including the priests, the implements of the temple, and those needing 
special cleansing (lepers). 

3. The Mount of Cursing was also the place of official Jewish executions (stonings). It was downwind and outside the 
Camp of Israel. It was also a Roman execution setting, a high place on the main road leading into Jerusalem (for all to see) 
and near the place of the LORD’s arrest in Gethsemane. His crucifixion occurred at or near a “garden” of olive trees, those 
trees supplying oil for the temple. Christ was nailed to the crossbeam He brought to “golgotha” (meaning “the place of the 
head,” for counting purposes - before and after battle). The beam He was nailed to was placed upon a tree. He was nailed to 
both at the time of morning sacrifice (a lamb, 9am), and died at the time of the evening sacrifice (another lamb, 3pm). 
Some threw stones at Him while He hung on the cross, as this was the official method of Jewish executions.

4.  As  the  Great  High Priest,  our  LORD’s  blood was  given for  all  sin.  It  was  first  sprinkled  upon the  ground in 
Gethsemane during His great suffering there (a freewill offering). It was latter poured out in the brutal scourging that 
was forced upon Him, and then smeared upon the cross (see Heb. 9:12). These are the three ways in which the High 
Priest used animal blood within the temple on the Day of Atonement. Our LORD’s offering in LOVE fulfilled the law 
He gave for sacrifices, along with Roman law for executions (a public high place near a main road, or near the place of 
His arrest, or the scene of the crime).



Ornan’s Threshing Floor           Jerusalem was spared at the last minute from the wrath of God for King David’s numbering of Israel’s army (reliance on the “arm of flesh” 
rather than God) when he cried out for mercy. As a righteous Davidic king, he had continuing responsibility to deliver his people, as he did as a young man, vanquishing 
the Philistine warrior Goliath with his sling. King David had interceded with the Lord on their behalf once again. Thus the hand of the Angel of the Lord’s presence was 
stayed. David was then told by the Prophet Gad (who received direction from the Angel) to erect an altar upon the site of the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite (1 Chron. 21:18). It was atop a breezy mound just above the Gihon Spring in Jerusalem called the Ophel, in a setting owned by Ornan the Jebusite. “And 
Gad came that day to David and said to him, ‘Go up, erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.’ . . . And David built there an 
altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings [oxen] and peace offerings [grain]. So the Lord heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague was withdrawn from 
Israel” (2 Sam. 24:15, 16, 18, 25). This is an early example of a righteous king intercessing on behalf of his people; a sacrificial “type” for THE Davidic King Jesus Christ. 
As the King of kings He would later be sacrificed in the same vicinity as David’s altar and sacrifice, that He might deliver all the repentant from sin, death, and hell.” 

Three Consecutive Sacrifices          King David asked Ornan to sell him all the items of harvesting or “threshing” used atop the Ophel that day for a sacrifice to the Most 
High God. This included the oxen, the wood threshing sled they pulled, and the grain produced in the harvesting. Ornan sold it all to David for 600 shekels of gold by 
weight (1 Chron. 21:23). The king then offered the oxen up as a sin offering on the fiery altar there, using wood from the threshing sled as fuel, the smoke from the 
whole animal – the burnt offering rising up to heaven. He also offered up the grain at the central mound there as an additional peace offering. Later, after the altar was 
dedicated to God, fire came down from heaven consuming it all. David then saw God (2 Chron. 3:1).

Our LORD Chose 
the Location of the Jerusalem Temples 

in connection with His future Atonement
 as marked by three ancient archetypes:

Water, Fire, and the 
Opposing Mountain Pattern

used by the Patriarchs.



“Consuming Fire” was sent down from heaven by God to accept the first dedicatory sacrifices with the 
Tabernacle (Lev. 9:24), with David’s Altar (1 Chron. 21:26), and latter at Solomon’s Temple (2 Chron. 7:1).            

       Two of the archetypes of Ancient Temples include  Living Water below (female) and Consuming Fire above (male).
Both were witnesses from God marking the location of Solomon’s Temple at Jerusalem.



Christ fulfilled the Pattern of three Sacrificial Offerings made before 
entry into God’s Fiery Presence

              1. Sin offering (red heifer)
                           2. Burnt offering (bulls, rams, goats)
                           3. Peace & Prayer offerings (grains - a meal & prayer) 

 This pattern is apparent at: 

              1. the dedication of the ancient Tabernacle of Moses (Lev. 9:22)
             2. the dedication of David’s Altar on the Ophel in Jerusalem (2 Sam. 24:16)
             3. the dedication of Solomon’s Temple also on the Ophel (2 Chron. 7:1)

Following the LORD’s Atonement in Jerusalem as “the Lamb of God,” He designated that animal 
sacrifice officially end. He then asked for our whole heart instead, in a “broken heart and 

contrite spirit,” that we might be “born again” in Him and made new, able to over come sin in 
our own livesand have more love in our lives for family, friends, and those in need.

           4. the dedication of the Kirtland House of the LORD, March 27th, 1836 (D&C 109:8) 



Mountains 
and 

Temples

As 
Altars



The Forgotten Opposing Mountains with Altars Pattern

Left:   Mt. Gerezim (“blessing” / 800’ high) in the foreground with Mt. Ebal in the distance.
         Right:  Mt. Ebal (“cursing” / 900’ high) is the higher east mountain where the “sin offering” altar was located. 

The 12 Tribes were placed on these 2 mountains (6 tribes on each; Deut. 27 & 28 addresses 12 blessings and 12 cursings).
Moses was given the Law by God atop Sinai. It consisted of 12 Commandments (2 “great” commandments plus 10 more).

This was the area first settled when Joshua and the Israelites entered the Promised Land. The ancient city of Shechem was located 
in-between these two mountains. This was the land of Ephraim, north of Jerusalem. Joshua was of this Tribe. Caleb was of the Tribe 

of Judah (the land southward). They were the only two “spies” for Moses who came back with a “good report” (the 9th of Av).



Christ fulfilled the Law tied to “the Doctrine of the Two Ways”
a Pattern involving Two Opposing Mountains with their Altars

    1.  Abraham at Bethel or “the Gate of Heaven” - the mountains of Bethel west & Hai east 
    2.  Joshua at Shechem  - the mountains of Gerizim west & Ebal east 
    3.  Jesus at Jerusalem - the mountains of the Ophel west & the Mount of Olives east – Olivet south 

Two Opposing Mountains & Their Altars               In Genesis 15 we read of Abraham’s “blood trail” 
experience  at  Bethel  wherein  God  revealed  a  special  covenant  pattern  to  him,  involving  two  opposing 
mountains and their altars; tied to blessing or cursing, life or death - “the doctrine of the two ways.” The two 
parties in the covenant walked a trail of blood in the valley between two hills or mountains, the blood draining 
from the bodies of 3 larger animals split in half (3 year -old heifer, and she goat, and ram), placed on opposing 
hills. The higher hill or mountain in the east was tied to the sin offering altar (cursing); the lower mountain 
in the west was tied to the burnt and peace offerings (blessing).

In Jerusalem, Christ fulfilled this ancient pattern, suffering in Gethsemane and upon the cross as the sin 
offering  for  all  of  us -  eastward on a mountain actually called  “the Mount of  Cursing.”  He was tried, 
convicted, and scourged on the lower mountain west, incorrectly called today “the Temple Mount.” The Lord’s 
Atonement  resulted in  a   great  blessing  for  us,  in  removal  of  our  sin,  the  curse  of  death,  and  hell  -  or 
separation from “God,” meaning - Christ, Father and Mother.



   “The Way”
   or Doctrine of the Two Ways – Opposition in all things (2 Ne. 2:11) - It is a War

“the way is prepared from the fall of man, and salvation is free” (2 Ne. 2:4; 2 Ne. 9:41)

       12 Blessings – Liberty  (Deut. 28)                12 Cursings – Captivity  (Deut. 27) 
           Spiritually Minded, Life Eternal  (2 Ne.9:39)                        Carnally Minded – Death

         Way of Eternal Life  (2 Ne. 11:5-6)                   Way of Everlasting Death
                 Mountain in the West              Mountain in the East

         Liberty & Eternal Life  (2 Ne. 2:27)                   Captivity & Death

                     Submitting to God’s Will                                               Our Will
                     Jesus & Able                                                                   Satan & Cain
                     Mark of the Blessed                                                      Mark of the Beast
                                                                              

The “Blessed” receive salvation and are  “marked” as  God’s  sons  and daughters.  They keep God’s  commandments 
(especially commandment #4, see Rev. 12:17). This “mark” is apparent in their “forehead” and “right hand,” as they keep 
the 12 commandments, becoming “Blessed” in the 12 Beatitudes, and mirroring the 12 traits of charity (Moroni 7:45).



War continues between Good and Evil on Earth

Favorite Weapons of Satan
   Deception (lies, secrecy, blood-oaths)
   Distraction (false traditions & beliefs)
   Discouragement (you’re not good enough)
   Depression (there’s no hope for you)

Jesus                                         Satan
Adam & Eve                             the Serpent
Able                                          Cain
Jacob                                         Esau
Osiris                                         Set

The Whole Armour of God
   Sword of the Spirit(God’s Word)
   Shield of Faith (in Christ)
   Helmet of Salvation
   Breastplace of Righteousness
   Loins girt with Truth
   Feet Shod with the Gospel of Peace



“Behold,  the  way  for  man  is  narrow…in  a 
straight  course  before  him,  and the  keeper  of 
the  gate  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel;  and  he 
employeth no servant there; and there is none 
other way save it be by the gate…And whoso 
knocketh, to him will he open” (2 Ne. 9:41-42). 

“…repent ye, and enter in at the strait gate, and 
continue in the way which is narrow, until ye 
shall obtain eternal life”  (Jacob 6:11). 

        1. Abraham at Bethel - “the Gate of Heaven” (Bethel west & Hai east)  
        2. Joshua at Shechem (Gerizim west & Ebal east) then finally fulfilled with 
        3. Jesus at Jerusalem (the Ophel west & the Mount of Olives east)

Doctrine of the “Two Ways” - 3 Sets of Opposing Mountains



Sacred Space
  Holy of Holies
  Holy Place
  Camp of Israel
  Wilderness

1. Sin Offering Altar
farthest away east on Olivet,

just outside the “Camp of Israel,”
2000 cubits +

2. Burnt & Peace Offering Altar
near the temple’s front - east,
just outside the Holy Place

3. Prayer Altar
before the temple veil,

just outside the Holy of Holies

Before the LORD’s Face

west

east

Constantine’s choices
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Where Were the Temples?

Scopus & Nob opposite

the Gihon Spring

NorthSouth

- looking west -

39 Cisterns



On the Ophel or Millo
above the Gihon Spring





City of David (12 acres) - Temple Mount (40 acres)



Herod’s Temple sat on a high tower which was built on “the Ophel,”a mound at the center of the old City of David. Originally atop 
this mound was the “threshing floor of Oran the Jebusite.” David built his altar there. Solomon later built the first Temple of 

Jerusalem near David’s altar. Herod’s Temple was later placed on the same raised up mound at the center of the city - “the Ophel.”

Herod’s Temple sat about 1000 feet south of the pagan Temple of Mars - god of war, now replaced with the Islamic “Dome of the Rock” today. Both structures 
were atop the paving stones of what we incorrectly call “the Temple Mount.” In actuality is was the setting of the Roman Antonia fortress. The Romans did not 
destroy this platform when the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed in 70 AD.   Illustration courtesy, Ernest L. Martin, ASK Elm

…Made with Hands…



The Mount of Olives, east

Nob	  
central	  
2710	  feet





Multiple Witnesses of Jerusalem - its total destruction 
Versus Academics & Religious Leaders who today support the false“Temple Mount” location 

partly because of Constantine & His mother Helena

   1.  Jesus Christ - prophesied the total destruction of Jerusalem, “that no stone would be left    
           upon   another” (Matt. 24:2; Mark 13:2; Luke 21:16).            
   2.  Titus - Roman General, eyewitness  
   3.  Josephus - Jewish historian and priest, eyewitness (before & after destruction) / Water, Sq. Temple  
   4.  Eleazar - Jewish leader at Masada, eyewitness  
   5.  Aristeas Gentile observer of Jerusalem water system (via Eusebius, Preparation of the Gospel, ch. 38, 
          early 3rd century AD) Tacitus, Hecateus, Barnabas were all eyewitnesses  
   6.  Ezekiel (40:2; 47:1), Enoch (R.H. Charles, Pseudepigrapha, Vol. II, p. 205), John the Revelator 
          (Rev. 21:2, 6; 22:1, 17), David (Psalm 46:4-5; 65:4-9; 68:24-26); Nehemiah’s  “Water Gate” (Neh. 
          3:26; 8:1, 3, 16; 12:37); & the Temple Scroll, Col. xxxii, 12-13).
   7.  Early pilgrims coming to Jerusalem prior to 200 AD

Witnesses for the Location of the LORD’s Atonement
   1. The LORD’s own words - in scripture & pure revelation in connection with His Law
   2. Patterns, archetypes, and symbols - in scripture tied to the Tabernacle/Temple & its Altars
   3. John the Beloved’s words (he was there with the two Marys)



Best Resources

The LORD spoke of the “fullness of my scriptures” in the D&C. They are the JST Bible, 
the Book of Mormon,

and the unmodified oracles given to Joseph Smith



The End 
Video 2 of  5 on Sacred Architecture


