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The number 13 is not an "unlucky" number. Instead, it has many connections to our Savior Jesus Christ and to the Great
Seal of this special Promised Land. Satan has usurped this Christ-centered number, along with various visual motifs tied to
our Lord (like the inverted pentagram, the rainbow, and the swastika), using them to lead us away from Christ.
The Number 13 and Christ
Example associations between the number 13 and the Master include the following:
13th Letter
Messiah is the 13th Letter of the modified Hebrew Alphabet used by Joseph Smith in his translation of the
book of Abraham (below). It is a timeline of the earth – with God as #1 and judgment at the end as #22. Messiah came in
the meridian or “middle” of this alphabet of time - #13.
Gematria
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11 (20)

Hebrew Letter
Aleph
A
Beth
B
Gimal
G
Daleth
D
Hei
H
Vav
O
Zayin
Z
Cheth
CH
Tet
T
Yod
Y
Kaph
K

Meaning/Graphic
Gematria
God [God]
12 (30)
Mother [house, creation] 13 (40)
Cycle [faith
14 (50)
Mortality [repentance]
15 (60)
Life [covenants]
16 (70)
Nail [order-law]
17 (80)
Time [spiritual gifts]
18 (90)
Gate [rebirth]
19 (100)
Serpent [revelation]
20 (200)
Spirit [perfection]
21 (300)
Palm [call and election] 22 (400)

Hebrew Letter
Lamed L
Mem
M
Nun
N
Samekh S
Ayin
—
Peh
P
Tzadhe Ts
Koph
K, Q
Resh
R
Shin
S, Sh
Tav
T, Th

Meaning/Graphic
Justice [power-priesthood]
Messiah [2nd Comforter]
Angel
Resurrection
Deliverance [gentiles]
Voice
Devotion
Mercy
Scythe
Womb
Judgment [end]Joseph

13 Lights - 12 Around 1
The 12 Signs of the Zodiac
circle around the Sun over the course of “the Great Year” (the
Precession of the Equinoxes – 25,920 years). This is
illustrated on the floor of the Library of Congress (right). All
things in His creation testify of Christ, the Great Creator God
who sits enthroned in the midst of it all. Like the sun, He is
the light and the life of the world. A rainbow surrounds His
throne (see Ezek. 1:28; Rev. 4:3, 10:1 & 3 Enoch 22:4).
Christ Surrounded by the 12 Apostles
Christ often stood
in the middle of the 12 Apostles. The number 13 is associated
with divine governance. The number 12 throughout scripture
and the human body is tied to governance – we have 12
systems governing our bodies, including the respiratory,
endocrine and nervous systems, etc. Messiah governs all of
His creation from the midst of all things as told us in the 13th
verse of D&C 88.

	
  

The Temple Surrounded by the 12 Tribes
The
ancient Tabernacle (13th object) was set up in the
middle of the 12 Tribes of Israel each time it was
moved (3 Tribes were each located in the north,
south, east and west). Levi was not part of this later
arrangement, where Joseph with replaced with
Ephraim and Manasseh.
13 Rose Petals
Most blood-red roses have 13
petals (5 larger outer petals [life] and 8 smaller
inner petals [rebirth]), The rose and its red color
are both closely tied to Christ as the loving God
	
   who shed his blood for us. Rose windows are
common in ancient Gothic Cathedrals in Europe.
The 5/8 relationship of the red rose is like that of 8-year Venus cycle that results in a rose shaped flower with pentagram
inside it (left). The numbers 5 plus 8 equal 13. They are also in the Fibonacci Sequence, seen throughout all creation: 1, 1,
2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89...and so forth. The sequence is made by adding the first two numbers to get the third, and so on.
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13 Stars on our First Official U.S. Flag
The early American Cowpens flag (below left) was the first official flag
approved by the U.S. Congress. It featured 13 stars, with one large star surrounded by 12 smaller stars. It also had 13
alternating stripes (6 red and 7 white stripes).

The LDS Kingdom of God Flag
This early flag first used at Nauvoo (upper right) was later hoisted above Ensign
Peak and also features 13 stars, 12 around 1 larger star at center. It has 13 blue and white stripes. Ensign Peak was a
temporary mountain-top temple setting for early missionaries, endowed there prior to the construction of the Endowment
House and then later the St. George, Manti, Logan and Salt Lake City Utah Temples.
Medal of Honor
The Medal of Honor (left) for the U.S. Navy, Army and Air Force each
features 13 stars above an inverted pentagram.
13 Sets of Stripes
Jesus may have been scourged with 39 total stripes, or 13 strikes with a
three-prong whip, each with sharpened bone or metal tearing His flesh. Mosaic Law (the Law he
gave Moses on Sinai) required no more than 40 stripes total for those being punished (Deut.
25:3). Later this was diminished to 39 total stripes (see 2 Cor. 11:24).
13 Orbits of Venus
Venus orbits the sun 13 times in the 8 exact years the Earth revolves
around the sun. The numbers 3, 5, 8 and 13 are sequential in the Fibonacci Sequence of
“creation” numbers found throughout nature.

	
  

13 New Moons in the Year
There are 13 New Moons in the Year, featuring12 lunar months
in the Gregorian calendar of 28.5 days each (shorter than God's first 360-day calendar using 12
months of 30 days each). One or more of the months typically features two New Moons because
of the short 28.5 day lunar cycle.

13 Articles of Faith
The 13 Articles of Faith mirror in content the 13 Steps of progression into the Divine Presence of
Messiah in D&C 107:31 and 32.
13 Character Traits
There are 13 qualities required to be "fruitful" in having "knowledge" of the Lord. Addressing the
character traits of those in the Lord's priesthood quorums, the Master stated in D&C 107, verses 30 and 31: "The decisions
of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and
long-suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity;
Because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord"
(emphasis added). Knowledge in scripture is tied to coming into the Lord’s presence in this life. Such have real
“knowledge” that He lives, via touching the prints of the nails in His hands, wrists, and feet.
13 Places for Anointing
There are 13 Places of blessing upon the body (anointing), for the purpose of reversing the
“blows of death.” The human body is the temple of our Spirit or Soul.
13 Gifts & Fruits of the Spirit
There are 13 Gifts of the Spirit listed in D&C 46 (the first is the Testimony of Jesus), or
Christ as the Heavenly Gift (Ether 12:8). There are also 13 fruits of the Spirit in D&C 4:5-6.

	
  
	
  

The Day Star Motif
The Nauvoo Temple "Day Star" windows (left) feature 12 stones surrounding
an inverted pentagram at center, a type for Christ as "the light and life of the world." He stated that He
was "the bright [evening] and morning star," in Revelation 22:16. This is the planet Venus, which over
exactly 8-years, forms a perfection pentagram star in the heavens. Our Savior also "descended below all
things [white pentagram facing down] and ascended above all things [red pentagon facing up]. The
motif’s red, white, and blue colors are those tied to "liberty." His deliverance or liberty releases us from
sin, death, and hell in the Atonement and the Resurrection, and are made possible via purification (in
blue waters), justification (via the Spirit), and sanctification (via His atoning blood). See Moses 6:59-60.
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The Number 13 & the Great Seal of Manasseh
Ensigns, heraldry, and family crests all point to important identity via bloodline. The Great Seal of the United States of
America points to the identity of the early inhabitants of this land, those of the Book of Mormon, as being of the bloodline
of Jacob or Israel. We know that each of the Tribes of Israel had their own ensign or flag design for their camps. These
ensigns/flags surrounded the ancient Tabernacle during Israel’s 40-year wilderness journey. We read in Deuteronomy,
“Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about
the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch” (Numbers 2:2, emphasis added). The Great Seal on the back of our onedollar has ties to Manasseh, the 13th Tribe of Israel - through Lehi and his posterity in the Book of Mormon. They were of
this bloodline through Joseph sold into Egypt. Both the Great Pyramid at left and the eagle motif at right have direct ties to
the Tribe of Manasseh, the 13th Tribe of Israel. This is very appropriate, as this Promised Land in the west was given to
father Lehi of the Book of Mormon in a covenant with God (2 Nephi 1:5, 9). It is unclear whether the early Founding
Fathers were aware of the Manasseh connections. They were fully aware of the associations with ancient Israel, however.
As believing Christians under the thumb of mother England and her high taxes, they identified with ancient Jews who were
held captive in Egypt, then later freed by Moses and Jehovah, settling in their own Promised Land of Canaan. Little did
they know how appropriate the symbolism of the Great Seal really is in association with fulfillment of scripture in the lastdays.

Great Seal Motifs
The Great Pyramid (left) and Eagle with olive branches and arrows (right) are both tied to not only
Manasseh, the 13th Tribe of Israel, but the coming Millennium, where the Remnant of the Book of Mormon, those in the
land of Manasseh, will play a key role in helping to establish Zion; the place where justice and peace will finally reign
under the Lord Jesus Christ. The 13-tiered pyramid at left has ties to the New Jerusalem Temple that the Remnant will build
(see Ether 13:6-8). It features a descending capstone containing an all-seeing eye within it. This top, central, highest
cornerstone is associated with the returning Christ. He is “the [cap] stone which the builders rejected [and] is become the
head stone of the corner” (Psalm 118:22). This pyramid is an “altar” and “pillar” [memorial] “to the Lord” (Isa. 19:19-20).
It has special ties to the new just government that will be set up in America in the Millennium by our Lord and His sent
Servant. The seat of this government will be Zion, the setting where the New
Jerusalem Temple will be built. It will be constructed by the elect ones of “the
Remnant,” those primarily of the Tribe of Manasseh - the bloodline of father
Lehi of the Book of Mormon and his posterity. “The Remnant” of the Book of
Mormon are mainly of Manasseh, whereas “the Remnant” in the Bible includes
all believing members of Jacob’s family that return to the Lord.

	
  
	
  

The original bloodline heraldry of the Tribe of Manasseh featured arrows and
olive leaves, some believing there may have also been an eagle. Scripture tells
us that “the Remnant” of the Book of Mormon will be the primary builders of
the New Jerusalem Temple (Ether 13:6-8), as symbolized by the Great Pyramid
and its returning luminous capstone (see also Isaiah 19:19-20). The capstone
marks completion – the end of construction on important buildings. Note the 13
stars in the Star of David motif above the eagle. It lies inside a “cloud by day”
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design with “a pillar of fire (in yellow) by night” inside it. This is difficult to discern without full color. Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams (part of the original Great Seal committee) all had ideas for the Seal that featured
connections to ancient Israel of the Bible.
Two Blessings
The connections between the Great Seal and Manasseh are evident in two blessings given Joseph sold
into Egypt (and thus his two sons). The first is the Patriarchal blessing of Jacob his father (Gen. 49:22-26), the second the
blessing of Moses on his posterity (Deut. 33:13-17). A portion of Jacob’s blessing to Joseph in Genesis states, “Joseph is a
fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall: The archers have sorely grieved him,
and shot at him, and hated him: But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands
of the mighty God of Jacob [Jehovah]” (Gen. 49:22-24, emphasis added). A portion of the blessing of Moses upon Joseph’s
posterity adds, “His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he shall
push the people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of
Manasseh” (Deut. 33:17, emphasis added). The previous words in bold have direct ties to the arrows of the Great Seal,
demonstrating “strength.” To “put on strength” is to put on real power in the priesthood.
Tribal Ensign or Heraldry
Joseph (11th Tribe)
Manasseh (13th Tribe)
Ephraim (replaced Joseph as 11th Tribe)

Wild Ox or Bull with two horns (beneath temple baptismal fonts). These
represent the two sons of Joseph: Manasseh and Ephraim.
Eagle with Arrows and Olive Leaves
Unicorn (special horse with horn)

There are 8 sets of 13 “things” in our nation’s “Great Seal” found on the back of the one-dollar bill. Though many believe
they are tied to the original 13 colonies of this land, the Manasseh connections are convincing. In summary, they include:
The Great Pyramid / Left
13 Tiers of masonry are found on the Great Pyramid. It is “the altar and pillar” [memorial] at the center of Egypt and
also at the border of Egypt (see Isaiah 19:19-20). It is symbolically tied to the future New Jerusalem Temple built
near the center of this land in the last-days. The Great Pyramid was positioned at both the border of upper and lower
Egypt, and at the center of the land. In the book of Isaiah, “Egypt” is a type for latter-day corrupt America.
13 Letters are found in the Latin phrase Annuit Coeptis, meaning, “He [God] has prospered our undertakings.” The word
“fruitful” in Joseph’s blessings has direct ties to the prosperity of Joseph on this land. In 2 Nephi 1, Lehi speaks of
his seed inheriting this special Promised Land. He uses the word “prosper” four times in this chapter in connection
with those blessed with prosperity as they worship Christ and keep His commandments (see verses 9, 20 & 31).
Verses 7 and 11 inform us that the land is cursed for those who don’t. They are scattered, smitten, and brought into
captivity. See also Isaiah 19:4.
The Eagle Motif / Right
13 Arrows in the eagle’s right claw are tied to the “Bow, Arm, and Strength” portions of Joseph’s blessing through Jacob
and Moses. Strength has ties to defeating enemies with arrows, and power in the Priesthood. Joseph and his seed
were given the “birthright” to priesthood.
13 Olive Leaves and 13 Olives are found in the eagle’s left claw. They are tied to peace on this covenant land, as long as
the people are obedient to God and His commandments.
13 Alternating Stripes of red (6) and white (7) are found on the Eagle’s Shield. These colors are tied to purity and the
blood of Christ and His Atonement. He is the Great Deliverer.
13 Letters are found in the Latin phrase E Pluribus Unum, meaning “One nation from many people.” Note also that 13
is the numeric value of the Hebrew word Echad, which means “One.”
13 Upright 5-pointed stars are arranged to create the Star of David above the eagle in the circle. These stars are
surrounded by “a cloud by day” and “a pillar of fire by night.” Anciently these were symbols of God’s protection and
blessing, as long as Israel turned to God and trusted in Him (see Psalm 118:8).
Note other ties to the number 13 in the House of Israel or Jacob
13 is the total number of children that Jacob or Israel had. He had12 sons and 1 daughter with his wives Rachel and
Leah and their handmaidens, Zipah and Bilhah.
13 is the numeric value of three great Patriarchs of Israel - in Abraham (5), Isaac (4), and Jacob (4).
13 is the numeric value of the wives of these three Patriarchs, that of Sarah (3), Rebecca (4), Rachel (3), and Leah (3).
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A 13th Tribe of Israel
How did Manasseh become the 13th Tribe of Israel? Joseph was originally of the 11th Tribe,
Benjamin his younger brother of the 12th. Joseph had two sons with Asenath in Egypt. Ephraim (Joseph’s second son, the
“birthright” son) replaced Joseph (when he died) as the 11th Tribe, with Manasseh (the eldest son) then becoming the 13th
Tribe. Some suggest that Manasseh and Ephraim replaced Reuben and Simeon that sinned (they lost their birthright
blessings). But in viewing all 25 lists of the tribes of Israel in the Bible, Reuben is in every one of them, including ones tied
to the future New Jerusalem and its gates. Thus, though Reuben and Simeon may have been demoted, loosing some rights,
they retained land and other rights as sons of Jacob. Most parents love their children, regardless of what they do. Jacob was
the same. Note that every one of the 25 tribal lists below is different. Since this paper is not about the tribes specifically, I
will not go into any more detail here about them, other than to say there is significance to numbers 12 and 13 here.

Chart above courtesy of http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/History-12Tribes.htm
It should be noted that Asenath, Joseph’s wife in Egypt, was an Egyptian by nationality, but not of bloodline (like Moses).
She is believed to be of the bloodline of Jacob through his only daughter Dinah, her mother. Dinah was Jacob’s only
daughter through Leah (Jacob’s 10th child, Leah’s 7th). Asenath’s father was a non-Israelite and thus Asenath may have
been ½ Israelite and ½ half Gentile, but not Egyptian). As stated earlier, Jacob had 13 total children, 1 daughter – Dinah,
and 12 sons. The grandsons Manasseh and Ephraim through Joseph later became “Tribes” of Israel when Joseph died.
Modern scripture informs us that this Promised Land was given to Lehi and his posterity as an eternal inheritance (2 Nephi
1:5, 9; 3 Ne. 15:13; Ether chapters 8, 10 and 13). The Title Page of the Book of Mormon informs us that the book is written
to the Lamanites, the remnant of Jacob (who still remain here), along with the Jew and Gentile who came later. European
Gentiles (and Jews) later spread over this land, pushing the Native American Remnant onto lands the U.S. government
reserved for them – Indian Reservations.
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