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The Sealing Power of Elijah, the Law of Adoption & More 
© 2016 / Val Brinkerhoff 

Taken from the book, Pillars of the Priesthood, pages 78-91 
 
Sealing via the Law of Adoption – to the Fathers in Heaven               
 
The promise of eternal life as part of God’s Oath to purified men and women involves three important things in 
association with sealing power; (1) Covenants (like baptism and later ones in the temple), (2) Associations (such 
as the marriage sealing), and (3) Connections to posterity in two important directions; backward to those now in 
the spirit world who have died in the past (and await salvation and exaltation through genealogy and proxy 
temple work by those in the present), and forward (in the future) to “the fathers” who now dwell in heaven – 
exalted in celestial glory. “Covenants,” “associations” and “connections” are established via the priesthood, 
providing power to enter Christ’s “rest” here (D&C 84:22-24), as well as further establishing an important and 
now neglected sealing connection to the “fathers” – who now dwell in heaven. Individual redemption is 
essential for all portions of the sealed connection to be in place (D&C 76:51-55). In D&C 88:35 we read, for 
“all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord.” Those who are redeemed receive Christ – 
literally. He invites all to “repent” and “come unto me” (D&C 10:67; Alma 5:33-34). Those who are redeemed 
are the “fruit” that is “laid up against the season” by the Lord, the “season” being the great harvest of souls at 
the Second Coming. Such “fruit” will not be wasted (burned) at His coming (D&C 2:1-3; Mal. 4:5-6).  
 
This is part of the message of the allegory of the Prophet Zenos concerning the tame and wild olive trees in 
Jacob 5. Until we are restored to the “root” of the True Vine or Tree of Life - Jesus Christ - we simply cannot be 
or bear “fruit” (being redeemed of Him), as He alone is the father of our salvation. Those that are “fruit” or who 
bear this “fruit” survive and thrive in the final great harvest of souls at the Lord’s return, being “laid up against 
the season.” They are the “fruit meet for the Father’s kingdom” (D&C 84:58). Surviving the coming burning of 
Malachi 4:1 is aided by covenant connection established in the Law of Adoption, where we become God’s sons 
and daughters, connected or sealed to him (Mosiah 5:15) in a great chain of family. This is first to Abraham as 
“the father of the faithful.” The Holy Ghost has an important role in the cleansing, conversion, and adoption 
process, accomplished in the baptism of fire experience – when we are “born again” in Christ. Joseph Smith 
taught that one of the effects “of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the old blood, and make him 
actually of the seed of Abraham”1 [his sons and daughters]. 
 
Because of unbelief and apostasy in the vineyard generally, we as the branches or trees planted throughout the 
vineyard do not produce “fruit.” However, those souls grafted into the tree, which grow well thereafter, will 
produce fruit. This occurs as they are bound to Christ directly - by way of the covenant or Law of Adoption. 
They are promised eternal life in God’s oath, which He cannot break (Mos. 27:25). They are redeemed and 
become His sons and His daughters, heirs to all the Father has (D&C 84: 35-40). Christ then comes to them, 
comforting those receiving this Oath (John 14:18). This law clarifies Moroni’s first quoted scriptures (portions 
of Malachi, chapters 3 and 4) to Joseph Smith on September 22nd (Rosh Hashanah) of 1823, bringing us full 
circle to the overall message of the Book of Mormon – the need for repentance in preparation for the Great and 
Dreadful day of the Lord, a day of the burning God’s vineyard. Who are “the fathers” in this law? What were 
the promises made to them by God, and why do we need to be connected to them today via a “sealing”? 
 
The Fathers            “The fathers” in scripture are the great patriarchs or “fathers” of the Old Testament. They 
held the sealing power. They include Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They now dwell in eternal glory – in heaven 
and sit upon thrones. The Father and the Son are also “Fathers.” Additional “fathers” include Adam, Enoch, 
Noah, Melchizedek, Moses and Joseph Smith. Many were dispensation heads during mortality. Christ is our 
Father (in heaven) because He is the Father of our salvation. We will be resurrected through His sacrifice (Mos. 
5:7), and because we accept His Atonement on our behalf, and follow His teachings (1 Cor. 4:15). We are 
“sealed” to Him as our “Father” in heaven, and thus we become His sons and daughters (Mos. 5:7-15). Through 
belief and repentance we are “born again” and become His seed (1 Peter 1:23). This is because He is our 
teacher, our Savior, and the Father of all those He alone redeems (D&C 35:2). Some of those saved are His 
literal sons and daughters, though most become such via the Law of Adoption (3 Ne. 24:6). 



 2 

The Promises God Made to the Fathers          God’s oath - “the promises to the fathers,” includes their right to 
priesthood, to promised lands, to have the power of procreation with endless posterity in the eternities (see Abr. 
1-2). These promises extend to those who are the seed of Abraham, those embracing all the ordinances of the 
gospel he embraced and taught. One of the primary purposes of the Book of Mormon is inform the Lamanite 
Remnant on this land who they are, that they are of Israel and thus heirs of the covenant promises made to their 
Fathers, one of whom is Lehi. In his patriarchal blessings to his children in 2 Nephi, Lehi reminded his children 
of the covenant blessings extended to him and them through a distant “father,” Joseph of Egypt. The patriarchal 
blessing of his youngest, sixth son Joseph was a specific renewal of these important blessings (see Gen. 37; JST 
Gen. 48-50; Deut. 33; 2 Ne. 3). 
 
The Need of a Connection or Sealing to the Fathers          
 
Since God’s government in heaven is based on the family and its love, unity, and order, if we are to return and 
dwell with God, we must be “sealed” to Him in His family order. The priesthood makes all of this possible, 
providing this “sealing power,” perhaps evident in the two seals Joseph Smith spoke of; one in the marriage 
sealing and the other being sealed up to eternal life – redemption. The first one is, “placed upon a man and 
woman when they make the covenant [of marriage] and the other was the seal which allotted to them their 
particular mansion2 [when they were sealed up to eternal life].” In speaking of Elijah’s future return with full 
priesthood powers, the Prophet Joseph stated, “The spirit of Elias is first, Elijah second, and Messiah last. Elias 
is a forerunner to prepare the way, and the spirit and power of Elijah are to come after, holding the Keys of 
Power, building the Temple to the capstone, placing the seals of the Melchizedek Priesthood upon the house of 
Israel, and making all things ready; then Messiah comes to His temple.”3 Could it be that these two seals are 
symbolized in the two offset, overlapping squares of the archetype we call, the “Seal of Melchizedek”? 
 
Abandoned Doctrine          Joseph Smith spoke of the Law of Adoption early on in Nauvoo as “celestial law.” 
His teachings on this subject were not well received nor well understand in Nauvoo. After Joseph Smith’s death, 
misunderstanding concerning our important connection to the fathers apparently caused this portion of early 
Church doctrine to slowly fade away until it was finally abandoned in 1922.4 Today we do extensive genealogy 
work for those past ancestors who now reside in the spirit world, but we fail to make the important connection 
forward to “the fathers,” those returning with Christ at the great and dreadful day. This connection appears to be 
established via entering the rest of our Lord, having our calling and election made sure – our personal 
redemption. Trees and their branches bear fruit abundantly when they are grafted back into the True Vine - Jesus 
Christ. The Lord’s arms are yet extended out to us all the day-long. We must be well on this path to avoid being 
wasted or burned at the Lord’s fiery return. 
 
The inability of the Saints to understand and embrace the entire Law of Adoption doctrine lead to Joseph 
Smith’s well known quote in Nauvoo, where in exasperation he stated, “There has been a great difficulty in 
getting anything into the heads of this generation it has been like splitting hemlock knots with a Corn doger for a 
wedge & a pumpkin for a beetle, Even the Saints are slow to understand. I have tried for a number of years to 
get the minds of the Saints prepared to receive the things of God, but we frequently see some of them after 
suffering all they have for the work of God will fly to pieces like glass as soon as anything Comes that is 
Contrary to their traditions, they Cannot stand the fire at all, How many will be able to abide a Celestial law & 
go through to receive their exaltation I am unable to say but many are Called & few are Chosen.”5  
 
It was in Moroni’s first visit and message to Joseph Smith in 1823, that he was introduced to this very important 
“sealing” connection to “the fathers” – accomplished by way of the priesthood held by the early patriarchs or 
fathers – God’s sealing power in the Holy Order. It insures that those few so “connected” will not be “utterly 
wasted” (burned) at the Lord’s Second Coming (D&C 2:3). It is significant that Moroni’s message (a slightly 
different version of Malachi 4:5-6) is found in each of the five books we refer to as scripture today; the Old and 
New Testaments, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. In addition, it 
is also mentioned in the Savior’s important instruction to the Nephites, via the command of the Father. The 
Savior required Nephi to add it to their current body of scripture, stating, “For behold, the day cometh that…all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly shall burn as stubble; for they that come [Christ and the fathers] shall 
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burn them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch [in the family tree]” (see 3 
Nephi 24 and 25, the posterity of the cursed are thus cut off). 
 
Law of Adoption theology appears to be a central component in the restoration of full sealing powers of the 
priesthood, those connected to Elijah and his future return. Some believe he was the last to hold the sealing 
power and that he returned it in 1836 inside the Kirtland Temple.6 This does not appear to be accurate. Joseph 
Smith’s teachings about Elijah, concern “seals” he will establish between the living and “the fathers” in heaven 
(those forward), along with those established through baptism for the dead (those past). Moroni stated, “Behold, 
I will reveal unto you the priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to the fathers, and 
the hearts of the children shall turn [bind or seal] to the fathers. If it were not so, the whole earth would be 
utterly wasted at his coming” (JSH 1:38-39; D&C 2). Thus real power in the priesthood, aided by the changed 
hearts of the righteous appears to provide necessary ability to endure God’s presence when He returns. Our 
important modern proxy work for the dead will endure if we – the living - are so connected forward. The 
redemption portion of this doctrine is a core purpose of priesthood, as found in D&C 84:21-22. There we read, 
“For without this [the ordinances…and the authority and power of the priesthood] no man can see the face of 
God, even the Father, and live.” Thus, it appears that redemption for the living facilitates the dead also being 
saved. The entire connection must be established or “sealed” - between the dead, the living, and the fathers, thus 
uniting past, present and future. Thus is the eternal family nature of the sealing power. 
 
The Return of the Fathers           The fathers who now reside in celestial glory (and other members of the church 
of the firstborn, D&C 76:63) will return with the Savior when He comes again in a great entourage of the 
righteous to cleanse the earth. It is they “whom he shall bring with him, when he shall come in the clouds of 
heaven to reign on the earth over his people.” Those souls who endure the fiery, burning return of Christ and the 
fathers are “the Just.” They are the “fruit” of Jacob 5, the first ones resurrected. They will dwell in Mount Zion, 
the holy city of the living God. They too are part of “the general assembly and church of Enoch, and of the 
Firstborn” (D&C 76:62-67).  
 
To survive the burning we must be purified, having this Law of Adoption connection to God, potentially 
established with and to the fathers (via our redemption, having our calling and election made sure). Such a 
connection “seals” the faithful who are living to Abraham, including those who have died in the past, through 
living saviors on Mount Zion in the present as proxies, to Joseph Smith our dispensation head, and then to the 
father of the faithful, Abraham. The “faithful” are “all those that believe” (Rom. 4:11). This long “patriarchal” 
chain continues from Joseph Smith, to Abraham, to Christ, and finally to God The Father. It should be noted 
again that when Joseph Smith was sealed up to eternal life by the voice of God, his sealing was up and through 
Abraham - as his “father” (see D&C 132:49). Those of us in the dispensation of fullness of times are thus 
connected to Abraham by way of Joseph Smith as dispensation head and father – and to the promises made to 
him. Like Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses, Joseph Smith is thus also a father – in 
connection with our salvation, via his role as teacher, priest, prophet, king and patriarch in this the last 
dispensation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is the essence of the Law of Adoption and the reason Joseph 
Smith sealed a number of women (and men) “sealed” to him. He does not appear to have had sexual relations 
with these “wives” (as many as 31) and thus children. Some believe Brigham Young may have used this law to 
justify putting polygamy in place. 
 
The Elijah Connection           
 
Eight years after Joseph Smith’s Kirtland Temple experience (April 3, 1836), the Prophet Joseph addressed the 
important future mission of Elijah, stating, “The Bible says, ‘I will send you Elijah before the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord Come that he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children & the hearts of the Children to 
their fathers lest I Come & smite the whole earth with a Curse’. Now the word turn here should be translated 
(bind or seal). But what is the object of this [Elijah’s] important mission or how is it to be fulfilled, The keys are 
to be delivered [future] the spirit of Elijah is to Come, The gospel to be established the Saints of God gather, 
Zion built up, & the Saints to Come up as saviors on Mount Zion but how are they to become saviors on mount 
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Zion [?] by building temples erecting Baptismal fonts & going forth & receiving all the ordinances, Baptisms, 
Confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations & sealing powers upon our heads in behalf of all our 
Progenitors who are dead & redeem them that they may Come forth in the first resurrection & be exalted to 
thrones of glory with us.”7 He then added, “What you seal on earth, by the keys of Elijah is sealed in heaven; 
this is the Power of Elijah. The Power of Elijah is sufficient to make our calling and election sure.”8 Thus, if the 
dead are to be redeemed, we must be redeemed – our calling and election made sure.  
 
Joseph Smith then lamented, “I would to God that this temple [the Nauvoo Temple] was now done that we 
might go into it & go to work & improve our time & make use of the seals while they are on the earth [with me] 
& the Saints have none to much time to save & redeem their dead, & gather together their living relatives that 
they may be saved also, before the earth will be smitten & the Consumption decreed falls upon the world.”   
 
These statements (and those preceding it in connection with Elijah) were recorded by only one man at the time, 
Wilford Woodruff, on January 7th of 1844. Six months later the Prophet and his brother the Patriarch to the 
Church would be dead. Some believe Joseph Smith as “father” to the Saints made a bargain with the Lord to 
rescue at least a portion of his “family” (the Nauvoo Saints) from the coming promised “consumption” by 
offering his own life as a sacrifice. This may have been to reconcile the Saints lack of sacrifice and dedication in 
not finishing the Nauvoo Temple, and doing so in a timely manner. A finished, sacred setting was the Lord’s 
choice for the place they were to receive His greatest blessings – including a return of the fullness of the 
Melchizedek priesthood (housing these seals), originally presented to 23 “called” and ordained High Priests at 
the Morley Farm conference in June of 1831. Only a few of 23 men were “chosen” to receive it at that time. 
This was the first time the Melchizedek priesthood was given in this dispensation (see The Unfinished Nauvoo 
Temple hereafter). Instead, Joseph Smith offered symbolic ordinances to a select few in the upper room of his 
Red Brick Store, as he knew his time on earth was at its end, the temple still unfinished. These ordinances 
pointed towards the real thing - real contact with God. Sadly, this fulness was not granted as the Saints were not 
prepared to receive this great blessing. Earlier at Kirtland they had failed to the live “the fulness” of God’s 
higher gospel law – the Law of the Celestial Kingdom, the Law of Consecration. Ultimately the early Saints all 
three forms of “the fulness”; (1) the higher gospel law (the Law of Consecration); (2) the greater Melchizedek 
priesthood; And (3) Christ himself, the invitation to enter the fulness of His “rest” or “glory” (D&C 84:24). 
 
Two months after his statement on Elijah (March 10th of 1844), the Prophet Joseph again addressed the 
important future return of Elijah, stating, “The spirit, power & calling of Elijah is that ye have power to hold the 
keys of the revelations ordinances, oricles powers & endowments of the fullness of the Melchezedek Priesthood 
& of the Kingdom of God on the Earth & to receive, obtain and perform all the ordinances belonging to the 
Kingdom of God even unto the sealing of the hearts of the fathers unto the children & the hearts of the children 
unto the fathers even those who are in heaven.”9 The heavenly connection here is a forward one to the fathers. 
It does not appear to be back to the dead in the spirit world (via baptism for the dead at Nauvoo), but the 
connection via changed hearts to the fathers who dwell in celestial glory in heaven, one established via personal 
redemption – God’s “approval.”  
 
Today we concentrate on the first portion of the sealing power connecting us to dead family members in the past 
via family based genealogy. There is little current understanding of the forward connection joining us to our 
important “fathers” in heaven, those who are redeemed and exalted, dwelling in celestial glory (Jacob, Isaac and 
Abraham) – an important connection established via our own redemption. We have not understood, nor taken 
seriously the Lord’s repeated invitation to “repent” and “come unto me.” This is the simple, two concept, four 
word definition of His gospel, doctrine, and church in D&C 10:40-70, and specifically verses 67-68. 
 
Abraham, as the father of the faithful, is specifically mentioned in this capacity in the Bible and modern 
scripture. He is an intercessor or arbitrator in heaven for those here on earth (his seed). When Joseph Smith had 
his calling and election made sure, and was given the sealing power (D&C 132:46), the Lord told him, “I seal 
upon you your exaltation, and prepare a throne for you in the kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your 
father” (D&C 132:49). Joseph Smith was a living father to the Saints in Nauvoo. He was made a living member 
of the family of the exalted to whom made were to be sealed, apparently an aid for their salvation. This same 
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sealing connection is found in the Bible, in Christ’s parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man, for example. Upon the 
death of the poor man Lazarus, he was carried by angels into Abraham’s bosom. This was his reward in the 
hereafter (Luke 16:22). When the rich man in the story cried out for help, the Savior had him address Abraham. 
He stated, “Abraham, have mercy on me” (verse 24). Abraham responded saying, “Son, remember that thou in 
they lifetime received the good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou are 
tormented” (verse 25). 
 
The Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood teaches us that it is in honoring the priesthood that men become “the 
sons of Aaron” and “the sons of Moses” (D&C 84:33-34). As all of us continue to progress and receive more 
light, we become sons and daughters of these fathers and dispensation heads, and finally to God – The Father. 
Speaking to those gathered at the temple at Bountiful in the New World, the Lord (by command of the Father) 
repeated the words of Malachi that they might add it to their scriptures. He stated, that because they were the 
“sons of Jacob” they were “not consumed” (3 Nephi 24:6). Then in chapter 25 he repeats the message delivered 
by Moroni in D&C 2, wherein the He will come in the last days to smite the earth with a curse, only “sons” and 
“daughters” of God apparently able to endure his fiery, glorious presence and power.  
 
This appears to be the essence of the Elijah “sealing” theology in scripture, rather than our current interpretation 
of it – and the Lord’s promise to return of the sealing power at the Nauvoo Temple, if the Saints were prepared 
and righteous. Such is reflected in the five-part promise God has given us in the Oath and Covenant of the 
Priesthood. The final result is eternal life – to be like God The Father. We read in D&C 84, verses 33-39, “And 
also all they who receive this priesthood receive me [in person – redemption] saith the Lord (1); For he that 
receiveth my servants receiveth me (2); And the that receiveth me receiveth my Father (3); And he that receiveth 
my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom (4); therefore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him (5). And 
this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood.” 
 
Early Sealings to Joseph Smith             Early on, many that were not of Joseph’s own blood lineage were 
“sealed” to him as “father” and dispensation head. They became his sons and daughters (like those of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Aaron and Moses). A number of women (including those married to him) and men, including 
Brigham Young, were sealed to the Prophet Joseph in the Law of Adoption. Joseph Smith was in turn connected 
to Abraham as “father of the faithful” - as his seed (D&C 84:34; 132:49). This same patriarchal chain further 
links Abraham to Adam, “the father of the race,” “the great begetter.”  
 
Today’s Sealings            Pres. Woodruff, in his address, The Law of Adoption, made changes to the pattern 
Joseph Smith put in place. Pres. Woodruff appears to have done so with a total understanding of the Law. He 
stated, “When I went before the Lord to know who I should be adopted to (we were then being adopted to 
prophets and apostles), the Spirit of God said to me, ‘Have you not a father, who begot you?’ ‘Yes, I have.’ 
‘Then why not honor him? Why not be adopted to him?’. . . We want the Latter-day Saints from this time to 
trace their genealogies as far as they can, and to be sealed to their fathers and mothers. Have children sealed to 
their parents, and run this chain through as far as you can get it. When you get to the end, let the last man be 
adopted to Joseph Smith, who stands at the head of the dispensation. This is the will of the Lord...”10 Our current 
pattern of sealing appears to have originated in these statements and changes. 
 
The Book of Mormon is written first to the Lamanite Remnant of Jacob on this land, then to the Jews and 
Gentiles. Most of them are Abraham’s posterity. His seed includes all who have or will receive the same gospel 
and priesthood. Such souls are his “seed” and “shall rise up and bless [him - Abraham] as their father. In this 
way we are then “turned [sealed] to the fathers” including Joseph Smith, and joined with them through a sealing 
all the way back to God. Each father was and is part of their own dispensation, “all declaring their dispensation, 
their rights, their keys, their honors, their majesty and honor, and the power of their priesthood” (D&C 128:21). 
Thus, through “Abraham’s seed and [his] priesthood,” the righteous are redeemed. Those in the last days are 
also preserved at the great and dreadful day of the Lord (see Abr. 2:10-11). 
 
We have been taught to address God in prayer as “our Father which art in heaven” (see Mat. 6:9; Luke 11:2; 
Eph. 3:14-15). His kingdom there is organized along patriarchal or family lines. The “fathers” in heaven include 



 6 

Adam, Enoch, Melchizedek, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and our dispensation head, Joseph Smith. The 
sealing power binds or seals together dead posterity from the past, with those living in the present, as 
intercessors (“saviors on Mount Zion”) - to a Dispensation Head as “father” – Joseph Smith. They in turn are 
bound to Jesus Christ as another “father in heaven.” Though not God the Father in heaven (Ahman), Christ, by 
way of His Atonement and Resurrection, is the “Father” of our salvation (D&C 35:2; Mos. 3:12; 5:7). He is Son 
Ahman (D&C 78:20). 
 
The Prophet Joseph was a living spiritual “father” at Nauvoo. He was also a High Priest and King11 
(“Melchizedek” comes from the two descriptive terms, “Melek” and “Zadok”). His heartfelt desire was to lead a 
nation of other priests and priestesses, kings and queens - to God, if they (we) so choose (see Ex. 19:16). Thus, 
on Christ’s return He would then rule and reign as King of kings. John Taylor informed us that save Christ only, 
Joseph Smith has done more for our salvation than any other man (see D&C 135:3). The roles of Joseph and 
Hyrum as fathers (as well as President and Patriarch) may have been one reason why statues of them were 
originally placed in the east entrance niches of the Salt Lake Temple. Later in 1911 they were removed to their 
current resting place between the temple and the south visitor’s center, perhaps a result of lessened 
understanding of the Law of Adoption and the importance of “the fathers.” 
 
Bridging the Gulf            Our priestly connection to Joseph Smith as a father and dispensation head, and up 
through the patriarchal chain to Christ, helps bridge the great gulf of sin and death separating us all from The 
Father. This separating gulf is comparable to the bloodstained Kidron Valley located between the Mount of 
Olives and the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It was in the Kidron Valley where the blood of all the temple 
sacrifices drained, and where death in many battles occurred. Many graves were found there, as they are today. 
The Red Heifer Bridge once spanned the gulf or valley between these two mountains, providing a way for the 
ancient High Priest (in similitude of the future Savior) to traverse the valley without defilement from contact 
with its sin-laden blood and death in the graves below. Positioned opposite the Temple, the High Priest then 
sacrificed the rare red heifer on the Mount of Olives in a special ritual manner.12  
 
After the Last Supper and before He entered the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ as the Great High Priest crossed 
over this gulf of sin and death before entering the place of suffering on the Mount of Olives. There he would 
perform an eternal sacrifice and fulfill the symbolism of all previous red heifer and other sacrifices, becoming 
the “Father” of our salvation in the suffering of three consecutive “cups”; Gethsemane, the scourging and the 
cross, where His precious blood freely flowed. Like the all red heifer on the Mount of Olives, His body was 
covered in red blood (see D&C 19:18). Descending to earth and sacrificing Himself for us, Christ valiantly 
conquered sin and death (symbolized in the gulf that is the Kidron Valley), via the Atonement and the 
Resurrection. Helaman 3:29-30 appears to address this gulf and the fathers that serve as saviors on Mount Zion. 
It states “…whosoever will may lay hold upon the word of God…and lead the man of Christ in a straight and 
narrow course across that everlasting gulf of misery which is prepared to engulf the wicked – And land their 
souls, yea, their immortal souls, at the right hand of God in the kingdom of heaven, to sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and with all our holy fathers, to go not more out.” 
 
Joseph Smith attempted to restore the ancient patriarchal religion of Adam and Enoch - the single unified 
priesthood of the fathers – the Holy Order, where many met, talked, and walked with God. The Law of 
Adoption is part of this ancient Holy Order of priesthood. Joseph Smith’s early work was only a beginning, his 
mission cut short in death. All of the doctrines and ordinances of this priesthood are not in place today, but they 
will be in the future when a full restoration occurs. This great restoration of the Remnant of Jacob to God will be 
“the strange act” and “marvelous work and wonder” of Isaiah. The pure in heart will eventually live the Law of 
Consecration and receive a fulness of priesthood power. They will come to Christ fully. Translation will return, 
as will the Biblical Holy Days, and ancient animal sacrifice.13 One of the more important keys that will become 
more widespread is “obtaining the voice of Jehovah” as part of the fullness of the priesthood. All these things 
are part of the “restoration of all things” found in scripture and discussed by Joseph Smith, set to return with 
Elias, Elijah and the fathers.  
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The Return of Elias, Elijah and Christ 

Restoration of the Fullness           A number of scriptures reveal a removal of God’s fullness of power in the last 
days (3 Nephi 16:10, 20:28; D&C 113:8, 124:28 and Isaiah 52, among others). Its return prior to the Lord’s 
return is in connection with a future “Elias” and the ancient Prophet Elijah, both fulfilling roles before Christ’s 
glorious return. In speaking of the latter-day restoration of “all things,” Joseph Smith stated, “The spirit of Elias 
is first, Elijah second, and Messiah last. Elias is a forerunner to prepare the way, and the spirit and power of 
Elijah is to come after, holding the keys of power, building the Temple to the capstone, placing the seals of the 
Melchizedek Priesthood upon the house of Israel, and making all things ready; then Messiah comes to His 
Temple, which is last of all. Messiah is above the spirit and power of Elijah, for He made the world, and was 
that spiritual rock unto Moses in the wilderness. Elijah was to come and prepare the way and build up the 
kingdom before the coming of the great day of the Lord, although the spirit of Elias might begin it” (HC, vol. 6, 
p. 249). 
 
Elias        The first restorer – a temporal deliverer also - is “Elias.” The mission of this important “servant,” the 
“arm of the Lord” is so important that if we don’t follow him, we will be “cut off” (3 Nephi 21:10-11; D&C 
1:14). There appear to be many, many scriptures pointing to him. Most people view them today as scriptures 
pointing to Christ, however. Like Christ he seems to have many name-titles, perhaps as many as 50 in Isaiah 
alone (like arm, rod, whip, beloved and staff). This mighty and strong one is rarely discussed today as few 
understand or diligently search Isaiah where his mission is revealed, even though Christ commanded us to do so 
(3 Nephi 23:1-3). In JST Matthew 17:10-14 we read, “Then the disciples understood that he [Christ] spake unto 
them of John the Baptist, and also of another who should come and restore all things, as it is written by the 
prophets” (italics added). For some, all indications point to John the Revelator, also called John the Beloved, as 
this  “Elias.” Surprisingly, the Prophet Joseph Smith identified John specifically as the one who would “put on 
strength” in the last days (priesthood power) in D&C 77:9, 14 (see also 113:5-8). This valiant, last days leader is 
(perhaps with Elijah), he who “should hold the power of priesthood to bring again Zion, and the redemption of 
Israel.” This same verse states, that, “to put on her strength is to put on the authority of the priesthood, which 
she, Zion, has a right to by lineage [patriarchal “promises” made to the “fathers”] also to return to that power 
which she had lost” (D&C 113:8; 124:28; 3 Nephi 16:10).  
 
We know that John is translated being, and an Apostle, called by the voice of Christ and ordained by Him into 
the First Presidency in the meridian of time. At the Morley Farm Joseph Smith stated that John was then among 
the Saints and the lost Ten Tribes, preparing the way for the return of Christ (History of the Church, vol. 1, p. 
176). Christ too said He would also show Himself “unto the lost tribes of Israel, for they are not lost unto the 
Father, for he knoweth whither he hath taken them” (3 Nephi 17:4; this may be the “north” [lost Ten Tribes] of 
Isaiah 41:25). The Prophet Joseph also stated that, “Translated bodies are designed for future missions” (TPJS, 
p. 191). John holds the keys of the kingdom, and thus can restore all things. He is also a Jew, with a patriarchal 
bloodline through both Judah (kingship) and Joseph (priesthood), thus enabling him to reconcile and unite these 
two important tribes, and all the tribes of Israel as prophesied in Isaiah 11:13 and elsewhere. This is part of his 
great last days gathering mission (see Isaiah 11 and D&C 77:9 & 14). John appears to have divine right, power 
and authority to rule and reign because of this royal Davidic bloodline (D&C 113 and Isaiah 11) and his diadem 
(Isaiah 62:3, Christ has the other one in 28:5). John appears to rise up in the last days to lead us out of difficult 
times like Moses. The three primary roles of his mission include; (1) serving as an “Elias” for Christ’s return, 
(2) gathering all Israel from the four corners of the earth, and (3) restoring all things (D&C 77:9 & 14). He may 
be the “mighty and strong one” who will “set in order the house of God” (D&C 85:7; Isaiah 28:2).14  
 
Elijah          Speaking of the second restorer, Elijah, the Prophet Joseph stated, “The spirit, power, and calling of 
Elijah is that ye have the power to hold the key of the revelations, ordinances, oracles, powers and endowments 
of the FULNESS of the MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD and of the Kingdom of God on the earth, to receive, 
obtain and PERFORM ALL the ordinances belonging to the kingdom of God. He should send Elijah to seal the 
children to the fathers, and the fathers to the children. Without us they cannot be made perfect, nor we without 
them. What you seal on earth, by the keys of Elijah is sealed in heaven; this is the Power of Elijah. The Power of 
Elijah is sufficient to make our calling and election sure.”15           
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A full restoration of God’s priesthood power “the fullness” is signaled in the key word “strength” in Isaiah 52, 
as well as D&C 113. It appears that both Elias (perhaps John) and Elijah return lost power.16 Elijah, however, 
oversees all sealing power on the Earth. It is he as the fifth angel in D&C 77:8-10 who oversees the use of the 
sealing power on this planet. D&C 77 is a clarifying revelation to Joseph Smith on Revelation 7. The four angels 
there who are set to reap the Earth are normally understood to be Michael (Adam), Raphael (Enoch), Gabriel 
(Noah), and Uriel (John). John, a translated being, may help seal 144,000 High Priests into the Holy Order under 
the direction of Elijah (believed to be a resurrected being). 

We have been taught that keys to each of the three priesthood orders (including the Patriarchal Order and its 
sealing power) were given to Joseph and Oliver just after the dedication of the Kirtland Temple on Sunday, 
April 3, 1836 by those translated “fathers” who held them: Moses, with keys for the Levitical priesthood (for the 
gathering of the elect from the four corners of the earth), Elias17 (potentially Noah at this point in time), for keys 
associated with New and Everlasting Covenant of Marriage), and Elijah, for keys in the greater portions of that 
order named after Melchizedek - in association with the sealing power.  

Modern interpretation of D&C 110 infers that each of their “keys” or “powers” were transferred to Joseph and 
Oliver within the lowered veils of the 1st floor west pulpit-altars—the Holy of Holies of the Kirtland Temple 
(see verses 12-16). New sources suggest there are more layers in the story. Surprisingly, Joseph and Oliver 
appear to have never spoke of Elijah’s return of power in the Kirtland Temple personally. In addition, Joseph’s 
remarks concerning Elijah’s return were all future, including remarks he made right up until his death in 1844, 
eights years after the Kirtland Temple visitations. New material from the Joseph Smith Papers project and the 
research of others suggest that Elijah’s “strength,” the sealing power of the priesthood, may not have returned as 
we have thought, but will return in the future, something that Joseph’s own words appear to support. According 
to one researcher, much of D&C 110 was produced by Orson Pratt and Warren Cowdery.18 Instead of delivery 
of the keys of sealing power in the Kirtland Temple, there is some evidence suggesting Elijah simply confirmed 
Joseph’s receipt of the sealing power given him personally much earlier - when his calling and election was 
made sure; an event occurring as early as 1829.19 We know from Ehat’s work on the restoration of the higher 
priesthood that it was most likely revealed to Joseph by the voice of God sometime between June 5 and June 14th 
of 1829, at the Whitmer home. It should also be remembered that the Prophet Joseph taught that God Himself 
ordained all the ancient Prophets in the Holy Order, those special souls receiving the sealing power from Him. 
Such power is not given by a messenger, though authority can be.20  

Elijah’s additional sealing keys join not only family members from the past to the present (as done in the 
temples today), but connect the living to the “fathers” in heaven (like Abraham and Joseph Smith as 
dispensation heads, as part of the original “law of adoption”). All are then finally connected to The heavenly 
Father. The return of these sealing keys are those used by the 144,000 for personal sealings, those necessary to 
enter God’s presence, as part of being sealed up to eternal life. Thus, the opportunity, via these greater keys in 
the priesthood to enter God’s presence appears to be that “fullness” which is rejected in the last days by 
unbelieving individuals (not the Church collectively), as addressed in 3rd Nephi 16:10. It was this “fullness” the 
ancient Israelites also rejected at the base of Sinai (D&C 84:22-26). It is a personal rejection of the Lord’s 
invitation to believe in Him, repent and enter His rest and glory21 (D&C 93:1). This is Joseph Smith’s second 
definition for “the fullness.”22 
 
Another of Joseph’s statements is important. “Elijah was the last Prophet that held the keys of the Priesthood, 
and who will [future] before the last dispensation, restore the authority and deliver the keys of the Priesthood, in 
order that all the ordinances may be attended to in righteousness”23 (Old Testament scholars place Elijah about 
850 B.C.). Others like Peter in the New Testament and (4th) Nephi of the Book of Mormon (Helaman 10) have 
held the sealing power since Elijah. What gives? According to Millett, if the Prophet Joseph’s statement is taken 
literally, no prophet following Elijah (those in the Old Testament and Book of Mormon, for example), would 
have possessed the keys of “the holy order” – the sealing power. Millett adds that this would include such 
prophets as, “Elisha, Joel, Hosea, Jonah, Amos, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Obadiah, Daniel, 
Habakkuk, and Ezekiel, as well as Lehi and the American branch of Israel. Are we to understand that none of 
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these men held keys? Was there no right of presidency, no directing power in regard to the covenants and 
ordinances of the gospel?”24 
 
The Prophet Joseph made this controversial statement in his discourse on priesthood at a Church conference in 
Nauvoo in October of 1840, four years after the purported Kirtland Temple experience. He began the address by 
defining “the holy order,” later stressing that “the ordinances” were forever to remain the same (changes have 
occurred, see D&C 1:14-16; 3 Nephi 24:7; Isaiah 24:5).25 Joseph Smith then described the patriarchal descent of 
priesthood powers from Abel to Cain, Enoch, Lamech, and Noah. His information on Enoch and translation 
were especially insightful. “Now the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood. There 
are many things which belong to the powers of the Priesthood and the keys thereof, that have been kept hid from 
before the foundation of the world; they are hid from the wise and prudent to be revealed in the last times.”26 To 
have a “fullness” is to have these and other powers among us once again.  

Following these remarks, Joseph Smith then detailed the restoration of ancient animal sacrifice as a part of the 
restitution of all things, for “all the ordinances and duties that ever have been required by the Priesthood . . . at 
any former period, shall be had again, bringing to pass the restoration spoken of by the mouth of all the Holy 
Prophets. . . . The offering of sacrifice has ever been connected and forms a part of the duties of the Priesthood. 
It began with the Priesthood, and will be continued until after the coming of Christ, from generation to 
generation. We frequently have mention made of the offering of sacrifice by the servants of the Most High in 
ancient days, prior to the law of Moses; which ordinances will be continued when the Priesthood is restored with 
all its authority, power and blessings.” Animal sacrifice will return as part of the restoration of “all things.”27  

Quoting the Prophet Joseph, Millett adds, “Then came his troubling statement: ‘Elijah was the last Prophet that 
held the keys of the Priesthood, and who will, before the last dispensation, restore the authority and deliver the 
keys of the Priesthood, in order that all the ordinances may be attended to in righteousness. It is true…that the 
Savior had authority and power to bestow this blessing; but the sons of Levi were too prejudiced. ‘And I will 
send Elijah the Prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord,’ etc., etc. Why send Elijah? Because he 
holds the keys of the authority to administer in all the ordinances of the Priesthood.”28 He added that “these 
sacrifices, as well as every ordinance belonging to the Priesthood, will, when the Temple of the Lord shall be 
built, and the sons of Levi be purified, be fully restored and attended to in all their powers, ramifications, and 
blessings. This ever did and ever will exist when the powers of the Melchizedek Priesthood are sufficiently 
manifest; else how can the restitution of all things spoken of by the Holy Prophets be brought to pass?’”29  

It is clear that we do not have “all things” restored at this point in time. We live in a telestial world with mostly 
telestial powers, many associated with Aaronic Order. Where is power for commanding the elements, for 
translation, for resurrection, for creation of worlds, etc.? Where are the holy days, the law of consecration, the 
ancient animal sacrifices? Where is the peace and power of Zion? It is yet future, when the events of Isaiah 
Daniel, and Revelation unfold.  

Elijah’s Future Restoration of the Fullness          It should be remembered that Joseph Smith delivered his 
important sermon on Elijah in October of 1840, over four years after Elijah is believed by many to have 
transferred the sealing power to Joseph and Oliver inside the Kirtland Temple (D&C 110). The Prophet Joseph’s 
statement indicates instead a future delivery of keys held by Elijah. This is seen in his words, “will, before the 
last dispensation”—potentially meaning before this last dispensation is complete, he will “restore the authority 
and deliver the keys of the Priesthood, in order that all the ordinances may be attended to in righteousness.” A 
transfer of power from Elijah was never discussed by Joseph nor Oliver. In addition, Joseph Smith’s listing of 
those heavenly beings who did come to him, in his letter written in 1842 (now D&C 128), six years after the 
appearance of Elijah in the Kirtland Temple, did not include Elijah! Instead, all statements by Joseph Smith 
about Elijah, right up until his death - are future.30 Addressing Elijah’s return as a future one, Millett concludes, 
stating, “the context of the sermon may suggest that a part of Elijah’s role as one who would restore the ‘fullness 
of the priesthood’ is to restore the keys associated with all the ordinances, including animal sacrifice, an event 
prophesied by Malachi (4:5–6), quoted by Jesus to the Nephites (3 Nephi 25:5–6), rendered differently by 
Moroni (D&C 2), and described in modern revelation (D&C 84:31–32). One wonders whether Elijah will not 
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deliver those particular keys at the Council of Adam-ondi-Ahman, that grand gathering of priesthood leaders—
those who have held keys of authority in all ages—just before the coming of the Lord in glory.”31 
 
Opening the Portal or Fiery Pillar of Light             
 
After “Elias” fulfills his important three-part mission, there may be another reason for Elijah’s return, just prior 
to that of the Savior. It may be his secondary role as “an opener of the way” – for Christ’s glorious return at the 
Second Coming. It is “secondary” because Christ is the “keeper of the gate” and the traditional “opener of the 
way.” He is our mediator to the Father and His dwelling place. Besides being mankind’s Savior and Redeemer, 
Christ is the opener of “the way” home, another of his 130 name-titles in scripture. One researcher suggests that 
because Elijah may have been the last to make the heavenly ascent, he may thus be given the honor as the first, 
to re-open it; a more permanent visible connection between heaven and earth in the last days, and one resting 
above Zion. It may re-establish a link between heaven and earth via the priesthood, its “seals,” and individual 
changed hearts. Elijah’s work may open the way for Christ and His entourage (the fathers and others) to return 
at the Second Coming, when the veil protecting the earth will be removed. Elijah may open this portal at the 
point of heaven, where John may open it from the earth. Regardless of who does it, the return of this important 
pathway appears to open a portal between the ancient patriarchal fathers who dwell in heaven, and those ready 
for Enoch’s Zion to descend here. Elijah’s future descent may open this fiery pathway. Perhaps only a relatively 
small group will be able to endure such a thing. According to Malachi 4:6 (JSH 1:53), such blessed souls will 
not be utterly wasted at the Lord’s glorious return. 
 
Joseph Smith stated, “…in the days of Noah God destroyed the world by a flood & has promised to destroy it by 
fire in the last days but before it took place Elijah should first come & turn the hearts of the Fathers to the 
Children & now comes the point what is this office & work of Elijah, it is one of the greatest & most important 
subjects that God has revealed, He should send Elijah to seal the children to the fathers & fathers to the 
Children…I wish you to understand this subject for it is important & if you will receive it this is the spirit of 
Elijah that we redeem our dead & connect ourselves with our fathers which are in heaven & seal up our dead 
to come forth in the first resurrection & here we want the power of Eljiah to seal those who dwell on earth to 
those which dwell in heaven.”32 The Prophet concluded his Elijah remarks stating, “Again, the doctrine or 
sealing power of Elijah is as follows if you have power to seal on earth & in heaven then we should be crafty, 
the first thing you do go & seal on earth your sons and daughters unto yourself, & yourself unto your fathers in 
eternal glory.”33 In this way “the promises” made to the fathers can be realized by sons and daughters. This is 
the power in priesthood that makes such connections or seals possible. This is the patriarchal order of God’s 
heavenly family. 
 
Elijah’s dramatic ascent to heaven in the Old Testament was in a chariot of fire with horses of fire (2 Kings 
2:11). Christ’s future return in resplendent glory may also include a throne surrounded by flames of fire. John 
the Revelator spoke of this glorious return, Christ wearing the red robes of judgment, riding a white stallion 
(symbol of battle), and descending upon the Mount of Olives (the Gethsemane setting, Revelation 19:11-13).  
Ascent or descent between heaven and earth requires a portal or gateway to be established between both. The 
fiery, whirling pillar of light connecting them has been called a “ladder” (Jacob’s Ladder), a “rainbow bridge,” a 
“stairway” (to heaven), a “fiery corridor,” a “pillar of fire,” and a “chariot of fire.” In Abraham 2:7, for example, 
the Lord states that He will, “cause the wind and fire” to be his chariot. Temporary portals have been established 
from time to time for communication and travel. Joseph Smith’s First Vision is a good example, as is the pillar 
of fire by day above Moses’ Tabernacle. The one established by Elijah in our near future appears to be a more 
permanent one, where Gods, angels, and others will ascend and descend in the Millennium.  
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Left, “White Rose” by Gustave Doré, illustration for Dante's Divine Comedy, Paradiso; Right, Mountain-top Native 
American vision quest site (also called a medicine wheel or prayer circle), with star-trails - Polaris at center (near 
Canyonlands National Park, Utah). This center area of the north is thought to be the home of God for many ancient 

cultures. According to Lehi, the heavenly throne is “surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in the attitude of 
singing and praising their God” (1 Nephi 1:8). Nibley stated, “A concourse is a circle. Of course [numberless] concourses 
means circles within circles and reminds you of dancing. And what were they doing? Surrounded means ‘all around’… It 

was a choral dance.”34 

Opening & Shutting “The Way”          Priesthood is the power providing access to the heavens, if there is 
personal purity and righteousness (D&C 84:22-24; Mosiah 5:7,12,15). As we have seen, Christ, as the Great 
High Priest is the door, the gatekeeper, the opener of “The Way,” the Mediator between heaven and earth.35 The 
word seal in some scripture may refer to Him opening or shutting the fiery portal connecting heaven and earth, 
whereas the word key may denote the special knowledge provided for us to do so in the priesthood. In Isaiah we 
read, “And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder [Christ]; so he shall open, and none shall 
shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a 
glorious throne to his father’s house” (Isaiah 22:22-23). The Key of David may thus represent the knowledge 
(power in the priesthood) necessary to open and close this heavenly gate; a type of sealing or loosing. It is 
thought that Facsimile 2 provides these keys in its extensive symbolism.  
 
Bringing again Zion and establishing firsthand contact with God are two primary purposes of the Holy Order. 
The temple is the place where such keys of knowledge are normally dispensed. In Bayley’s book, The Lost 
Language of Symbolism, the author associates Luke 11:52 with the key of knowledge that opens the heavens: 
“Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them 
that were entering in ye hindered.”36 This statement may reflect the control and apostasy of leaders at different 
points in time, who did not open the heavens themselves, thus withholding such knowledge from others for the 
sake of pride, power and filthy lucre.  

Pillars, Covenants and Light          Pillars at temples around the world symbolically represent the covenants that 
we make with our Father in Heaven. They typically mark or surround sacred space (rooms in temples where 
covenants are made, or the whole temple itself), and potentially illustrate the pillar-like shape of the fiery, 
whirling pathway back to God in ascension. They also memorialize the event of covenant-making, when God 
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provides us with a new name as a result of our new path. God’s oath to us is symbolized via another light-
centered token at the end of the pillar – the colorful rainbow (JST Genesis 9). One surrounds God’s throne in 
heaven (Ezekiel 1:28). God’s oath to man, first made to father Enoch, renewed with Noah, and each of us 
thereafter in the Everlasting Covenant, is made in righteousness and in His own name37 (D&C 84:33-41). It 
provides an absolute assurance that His promise of eternal life to us (redemption) will be kept. He cannot break 
it. Eternal life is God’s greatest gift, given if we are obedient to our covenants with Him. It insures we will 
inherit all that He has; thrones, kingdoms, principalities and power – a portion of His sealing power, as well as 
the power to create and people worlds (see D&C 76:54-60; 132:19). In Mosiah 26:20, the Lord confirmed such a 
promise on Alma, stating, “Thou art my servant; and I covenant with thee that thou shalt have eternal life.” 

Covenants entered into with God must be “sealed” (or ratified, made real) by the Holy Spirit of Promise to be in 
full effect after the resurrection, thus assuring the promised blessings associated with eternal life upon the 
recipient. (Christ may now, or may have filled the role of Holy Spirit of Promise - there are hundreds of name-
titles for Him, suggesting many “missions.”) The Savior is involved in the official “sealing” personally - as part 
of His role as the Second Comforter.38 The importance of the covenants connected to these promised blessings 
cannot be overstated. They are the reason we are here – to be tested to see if we will be worthy of them. Much of 
Joseph Smith’s primary focus at Nauvoo was the full implementation of temple covenants and their priesthood 
ordinances, enabling the Saints to potentially inherit the gift of eternal life. 

 
End Notes 
                                                
1 New Blood        Joseph Smith’s full statement reads, “The Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is more 
powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge, of a man 
who is of the literal seed of Abraham, than one that is a Gentile, though it may not have half as much visible effect upon the 
body; for as the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the literal seed of Abraham, it is calm and serene; and his whole soul and 
body are only exercised by the pure spirit of intelligence; while the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out 
the old blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abraham. That man that has none of the blood of Abraham (naturally) 
must have a new creation by the Holy Ghost. In such a case, there may be more of a powerful effect upon the body, and 
visible to the eye, than upon an Israelite, while the Israelite at first might be far before the Gentile in pure intelligence” 
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, pps. 149-150. 
 
2 Quote of Joseph Smith, William Clayton Journal, October 20, 1843.    
 
3 Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 249, March 10, 1844, italics added. 
 
4 A redeemed husband and wife are expected to use the power given them as Patriarch and Matriarch in the Holy Order to 
create and then secure their own kingdom, making further connection (sealing) to posterity backward to dead ancestors and 
forward to the fathers in heaven. Joseph Smith stated, “The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is 
to seek after our dead. The Apostle says, ‘They without us cannot be made perfect,’ (Hebrews 11:40) for it is necessary that 
the sealing power should be in our hands to seal our children and our dead for the fullness of the dispensation of times-a 
dispensation to meet the promises made by Jesus Christ before the foundation of the worlds for the salvation of men” (TPJS 
p. 356). Receiving the sealing power, having one’s calling and election made sure (the day of judgment advanced and the 
promise of eternal life given by the Lord in a personal and private announcement – voice of the Lord, revelation, etc.), and 
receiving the Second Comforter (redemption via a personal visit by the Savior to an individual in this life) are all 
connected, though separate, important events. For more on the Law of the Adoption, as well as confusion, redefinition, and 
finally abandonment of the Law of Adoption, see Jonathan Stapley, Adoptive Sealing Ritual in Mormonism, The Journal of 
Mormon History, pps. 53-117.  
 
5 Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon B. Cook, The Words of Joseph Smith, p. 319. 
 
6 Peter as President of the Church in the meridian of time in the Old World may have been the last person to hold the 
sealing power. Other candidates include Nephi of the New World (see Helaman 10:7).  
 
7 Ibid, p. 318. 
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8 Ibid, pps. 335-41. Joseph Smith connected temple work with making our calling and election sure in this statement on 
March 10, 1844. He added that in addition to baptism for the dead, “you will have to go through all the ordinances for 
them, the same as you have gone through to save yourselves. There will be 144,000 saviors on mount Zion, and with them 
an innumerable host that no man can number. Oh! I beseech you to go forward, go forward and make your calling and 
election sure; and if any man preach any other Gospel than that which I have preached, he shall be cursed” (Joseph Smith, 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, p. 366).   
 
9 Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon B. Cook, The Words of Joseph Smith, Grandin Book, p. 329. 
10 Adoption in a Temple         Marriages were performed in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City while the Salt Lake and 
other Utah temples were under construction. Until the St. George Temple was completed (1877), children were not sealed 
to their parents, however, as according to Brigham Young, ordinances sealing children to parents must be done in a Temple, 
not an Endowment House (see JD 16:187, Sept. 4, 1873). In addition, the administration of the first portion of the highest 
ordinances today, are also only to be done in a temple. The Prophet Joseph was the first temple builder of the last 
dispensation of the gospel. The sealing power is administered in temples. Joseph Smith was a “savior on Mount Zion” (with 
a small ”s”) - a father, patriarch and king for all those of this dispensation.  
     Many people were sealed to Joseph Smith as Dispensation Head, part of three primary bloodlines or lineages in God’s 
family, going all the way back to the ancient Apostles. These bloodlines are mentioned on the Title page of the Book of 
Mormon - those of Israel (God’s family) through; 1. the Gentiles of Europe in England, France, Germany, Holland, and 
perhaps Spain, 2. those of ancient America (the Remnant), and 3. Jewish blood (potentially through the two dedications of 
the Holy Land [by Hyde, an Endowed Apostle in 1841, and later by Pres. George A. Smith of the First Presidency, and 
others with him in 1873], as well a early Jewish converts entering the Church [such as Neibaur and Rosenbaum].) 
     A number of significant women in world history were also sealed to Joseph Smith as part of the Law of Adoption (no 
records of their sons – kings and emperors, have been found). The unique European sealings were performed by Daniel H. 
Wells in the Salt Lake Endowment House (he was later the first President of the Manti Temple.) For more on the Law of 
Adoption, see Wilford Woodruff, The Law of Adoption, address, 64th annual General Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, April 8, 1894.  
 
11 For more on Joseph Smith as king, see endnote 166 in my book Pillars of the Priesthood. 
 
12 Ibid. All details of the ancient red heifer sacrifice are Christ-centered.  
 
13 For the return of ancient animal sacrifice, see endnote 204 in my book Pillars of the Priesthood. 
  
14 John as a future Restorer             There is much evidence pointing to John the Beloved (also known as John the 
Revelator) as the future “mighty and strong one” (Isaiah 28:2; 2 Nephi 3:24; D&C 85:7-8; 113:5-8), set to lead many out of 
captivity in the last-days like Moses (D&C 103:15-16). He appears to “restore all things (D&C 77:9, 14), as well as “set in 
order the house of God” (D&C 85:7-8). It may be him in “whom rightly belongs the priesthood” (D&C 113:5-8; Isaiah 
51:9). His mission appears to begin after a great famine weakens America, upon which it is invaded, taken over by foreign 
powers (see the books of Isaiah [starting with chapter 19], Daniel and Revelation).  
     The “mighty and strong one” – the last days “Davidic King” is controversial in the Church today. There isn’t sufficient 
room here to address his role well (see Awake and Arise, by the author, www.digitalegend.com). The scriptures at the end 
of this endnote are enlightening, as is the entire book of Isaiah when it is read with the “spirit of prophecy” – the “testimony 
of Jesus” (Revelation 19:10). Christ commanded us to “diligently search” Isaiah (3 Nephi 23:1-3). Some believe Isaiah 
primarily addresses this last-days “deliverer,” a type for Christ - John being the “Elias” who prepares the way before Him. 
Isaiah makes use of some 50 name-titles for this servant, with titles like “arm, hand, rod, stone, light, voice, gatherer, 
restorer, man-child, whip, staff of authority, angel of the Lord’s presence,” etc. He appears to be one of two “Ensigns” in 
Isaiah, the “Ensign” to the nations (Isaiah 11:10-11), and “the stone [a seer] cut out of the mountain without [human] 
hands” (Isaiah 22:21-15; Daniel 2:34-35). Understanding Isaiah with these insights unfolds many events of the last days, in 
connection with this servant, correcting a number of long-held myths.  
     The Avraham Gileadi translation of Isaiah makes the connections to John an this Elias clearer. For many, he is the future 
Davidic king, with divine right to rule and reign via a bloodline connecting Joseph (Ephraim) and Judah. His “royal” 
bloodline may be signaled by John’s diadem in Isaiah 62:3. Christ has the only other Diadem in Isaiah, verse 28:5. He 
returns at the Second Coming with many “crowns” (the word “crowns” should have been translated “diadems”) in 
Revelation 19:12, according to Margaret Barker (The Revelation of Jesus Christ, T & T Clark, p. 306).  
    The Jews will apparently recognize John as their legitimate king at some future point (but reject Christ whom he heralds, 
once again). Some believe John as God’s right arm will arise outside the normal pathways of Church organization to assist 
in the creation of Zion here, counter-balancing the rise of a great tyrant at the same time – “the king of Assyria” (in Isaiah), 
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the anti-Christ who invades and destroys America (“Egypt” is America in Isaiah, see chapters 1, 19 & 28). The Evil 
Tryrant, as the left hand of God, also overcomes the Church as is made clear in the book of Revelation. Both leaders will 
arise at the time America becomes divided, racked by internal strife and chaos, initiated by a great famine (Isaiah 3:1; 
14:30; 19:5-10; 51:19).   
     According to the Prophet Joseph Smith, “the throne and kingdom of David is to be taken from him [King David of 
ancient Israel] and given to another by the name of David in the last days, raised up out of his lineage” (History of the 
Church, vol. 6, p. 253). It was at the Morley Farm conference of the Church on 3 June 1831, that the Prophet Joseph Smith 
spoke of John’s ministry, stating, “John the Revelator was then among the Ten Tribes of Israel who had been led away by 
Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, to prepare them for their return from their long dispersion” (History of the Church, vol. 1, p. 
176). Christ said He would also show Himself “unto the lost tribes of Israel, for they are not lost unto the Father, for he 
knoweth whither he hath taken them” (3 Nephi 17:4; this may be the “north” [lost Ten Tribes] of Isaiah 41:25). Elder Heber 
C. Kimball recorded an appearance of John the Revelator in the Kirtland Temple, stating. “When the Prophet Joseph had 
finished the endowments of the First Presidency, the Twelve and the Presiding Bishops, the First Presidency proceeded to 
lay hands upon each one of them to seal and confirm the anointing; and at the close of each blessing the whole of the 
quorums responded to it with a loud shout of Hosanna! etc. While these things were being attended to the beloved disciple 
John was seen in our midst by the Prophet Joseph, Oliver Cowdery and others” (see Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball, 
pps. 91-92). For more on John as the possible future Davidic king, see the author’s book Awake and Arise, www. 
digitalegend.com 
 
15 Ibid, pps. 335-41, italics added. Joseph Smith made this statement on March 10, 1844.   
  
16 The Loss of the Fullness             Isaiah 52:1 and its discussion of “strength” appears to reference the future restoration of 
Israel, not the Times of the Gentiles, which Joseph Smith began as Dispensation Head. It speaks of the redemption of Israel, 
and of a time when the power to bring again Zion would be returned, but only through “strength” – the fullness of 
priesthood power. Loss must precede a restoration of “fullness” - a return. The loss of “the fullness” is mentioned by Christ 
at the command of the Father in 3 Nephi 16:10 (see also D&C 113:8; 124:28). At least two different “servants” fulfill the 
role of an “Elias” or “restorer” to return lost powers prior to Christ’s return; potentially John the Revelator – as “the one 
mighty and strong” – and Elijah.  
     In D&C 113:7-10, we read of a question to the Lord by Elias Higbee. It reads, “What is meant by the command in 
Isaiah, 52d chapter, 1st verse, which saith: Put on thy strength, O Zion—and what people had Isaiah reference to? 
[Answer:] He had reference to those whom God should call in the last days, who should hold the power of priesthood [the 
Holy Order] to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel; and to put on her strength is to put on the authority of the 
priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by lineage [the Partriarchal Order is via lineage]; also to return to that power 
which she had lost. What are we to understand by Zion loosing herself from the bands of her neck; 2d verse? We are to 
understand that the scattered remnants are exhorted to return to the Lord from whence they have fallen; which if they do, 
the promise of the Lord is that he will speak to them, or give them revelation. See the 6th, 7th, and 8th verses. The bands of 
her neck are the curses of God upon her, or the remnants of Israel in their scattered condition among the Gentiles.”  
     Joseph Smith, as dispensation head, began the Times of the Gentiles. He was given the sealing power early on as 
recorded in Section 132:40, 45-49. In order to attain the sealing power, the Prophet Joseph stated that one must stand in 
God’s presence. Administrative sealing power is given via ordination from man to man (such as the President of the Church 
to the Twelve and from them to temple sealers). God, however, is the only one gifting His sealing power to men on the 
earth, in connection with individual calling and election – “redemption” (see JST Genesis 14; Alma 13, and statements by 
Joseph Smith). 
     In D&C 77:9, another question is asked of the Lord; “What are we to understand by the angel ascending from the east, 
Revelation 7th chapter and 2nd verse? A. We are to understand that the angel ascending from the east is he to whom is 
given the seal of the living God over the twelve tribes of Israel; wherefore, he crieth unto the four angels having the 
everlasting gospel, saying: Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads. And, if you will receive it, this is Elias which was to come to gather together the tribes of Israel and restore 
all things. This Elias is then identified with “another” in JST Matthew 17:14 (John the Revelator, see endnote 191, in my 
book Pillars of the Priesthood).  
     When this Elias comes he will seal the 144,000 because he possesses the sealing power.  He also comes to restore all 
things. This is an unusual statement since Joseph taught that he had restored all the powers of the priesthood necessary for 
man’s salvation in becoming a king and a priest unto God. However, it may make sense if we consider that Elijah will come 
to restore a greater portion of sealing power, perhaps that lost when Joseph Hyrum Smith were murdered (see endnote 
119). Elijah will bring with him a restoration of keys of power before the Times of the Jews begins (the first, now being the 
last – 3 Nephi 16:11), “Elijah was the last Prophet that held the keys of the Priesthood, and who will, before the last 
dispensation, restore the authority and deliver the keys of the Priesthood, in order that all the ordinances may be attended to 
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in righteousness. It is true that the Savior had authority and power to bestow this blessing; but the sons of Levi were too 
prejudiced.” This statement refers to the greater sealing keys, those used to enter God’s presence (as part of being sealed up 
to eternal life – calling and election), in addition to those sealing keys associated with the Law of Adoption, which not only 
join family members together past and present, but connect them to “fathers” which are in heaven (future - like Abraham 
and Joseph Smith as dispensation heads), and then finally to The heavenly Father.  
     The Prophet Joseph stated that Elijah must come and “reveal the covenants to seal the hearts of the fathers to the 
children” (Ehat and Cook, The Words of Joseph Smith, pps. 243-248). This calls attention to a restoration/revealing of the 
covenants to seal, those that may have been lost after Joseph Smith died and which must again be restored to the earth. 
“How shall God come to the rescue of this generation? He will send Elijah the prophet…Elijah shall reveal the covenants to 
seal the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers” (Willard Richards, Joseph Smith Diary, Aug, 
27, 1843). “The world is reserved unto burning in the last days. He shall send Elijah the prophet, and he shall reveal the 
covenants of the fathers in relation to the children, and the covenants of the children in relation to the fathers” (Willard 
Richards diary, August 13, 1843). See also Malachi 3. 
    John the Revelator as an “Elias,” and Elijah and others will apparently arise or return to fulfill their missions. John, as 
one of four angels (Revelation 7 - normally understood to be Michael [Adam], Raphael [Enoch],  Gabriel [Noah], and Uriel 
[John]), may seal 144,000 High Priests into the Holy Order. These “Fathers” may come to gather their sons and seal them 
to them into the Patriarchal Order. “He [Elijah] shall plant in the heart of the children the promises [to be Kings and Priests 
in the kingdom of God] made to the fathers [Patriarchs], and the hearts of the children [those who they have come to 
gather] shall turn [be sealed to] their fathers.” We read in JST Matthew 17:14, “Then the disciples understood that he spake 
unto them of John the Baptist, and also another who should come and restore all things, as it is written by the prophets.”  
 
17 Elias        The name Elias as used here is a descriptive term – a title - referring to “one preparing the way beforehand.” 
John the Baptist was such a “preparer of the way,” John the Revelator will be one as well, a gatherer (see endnotes 153 and 
191). According to Joseph Smith, the angel Gabriel was previously known as Noah while on the earth (Joseph Smith, Jr., 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Joseph Fielding Smith, ed., Deseret Book, pps. 307-308). It was this same angel 
who appeared to Zacharias in the Jerusalem temple to prepare the way for the Lord through the miraculous conception and 
birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:19). It was this same angel who appeared to Zacharias in the Jerusalem temple to prepare 
the way for the Lord through the miraculous conception and birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:19). Some believe Gabriel 
(Noah) may have also appeared to Joseph and Oliver at the Kirtland Temple (D&C 27:6-7), and thus be the “Elias” there. 
The footnote for verse 12 of D&C 110 clearly points to John the Revelator, however, the same person identified in D&C 
77:9 & 14 as the one who will come to (1) serve as an Elias for Christ, (2) gather Israel, and (3) to restore all things.  
 
18 For new research on Elijah and D&C 110, see endnote 21 below and endnotes 62, 196, 198 and 207 in my book Pillars of 
the Priesthood. 
 
19 Rather than an ordination or conferral of something Elijah appears to have made a statement about what Joseph 
previously received (via God’s voice - the 1829 revelation at the Whitmer home, D&C 128:21). Elijah would then be a 
culminating figure at the end of prior events. The statement, the “keys of this dispensation are committed into your hands” 
was apparently about what was already in place. Sealing authority had already been given Joseph Smith earlier (he sealed 
family and the Colesville Saints up the eternal life in 1831). This delivery of sealing power may be determined by Joseph 
Smith’s use of this power to seal on December 27 of 1832 (and earlier). The Prophet could not “seal up to eternal life” 
unless he held this power (see D&C 88:3-5). We know that the first portion of D&C 88 was received on December 27, 
1832, as recorded in Revelation Book 1. This is found on pp. 292 (holographic) and 293 (typeset) of The Joseph Smith 
Papers: Revelations and Translations Manuscript Revelation Books. Edited by Robin S. Jensen, Robert J. Woodford and 
Steven C. Harper. Salt Lake City: The Church Historian’s Press, 2009.  
 
20 Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, pps. 180-81. 
 
21 Did Elijah Return Sealing Power in 1836 (D&C 110)?          A number of ancient prophets, dispensation heads, or 
fathers appear set to return and restore lost or latent keys of power prior to the return of Christ. Two primary ones include 
“Elias” and Elijah. Although many believe Elijah came to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple to give 
them the sealing power, the words there do not say this, nor does the historical evidence appear to support it. Instead, 
Elijah’s primary mission appears to be a future one, as stated by Joseph Smith’s own words.  
     Rejecting the Fulness            The reason that the return of Elijah’s power it is yet future one, is that “the fulness” was 
taken from the Saints between 1831 and 1834. The Lord has admonished his people to, “Seek to bring forth and establish 
my Zion” (D&C 14:6). Zion is the place where the pure in heart dwell together in love and peace, with no poor among 
them. God will be among these people. Outside of it there is pride, sin, contention, and war. Rejecting “the fulness” is a 
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rejection of Christ and the requirements for creating Zion. Our Lord, by command of the Father, told us that the Saints 
would reject “the fulness” in 3 Nephi 16:9-11. He said it would occur around the same time that the Lamanites were being 
driven from their lands. This occurred up and through the implementation of the Indian Relocation Act (to reservations) and 
the events tied to it (like “the Trail of Tears”). The rejection of the fulness by the Saints occurred between 1831 and 1834 as 
detailed below. We remain under condemnation for rejecting the greater things, as Israel did at Sanai.  
     In verse 9 of 3 Nephi 16, we read; “I have caused my people who are of the house of Israel to be smitten, and to be 
afflicted, and to be slain, and to be cast out from among them, and to become hated by them, and to become a hiss and a 
byword among them.” This is the day “when the Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fulness of my 
gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole earth, and 
shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders, 
and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the 
fulness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fulness of my gospel from among them. And then will 
I remember my covenant which I have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and I will bring my gospel unto them” (3 
Ne. 16:10).  
     Since the days of Kirtland, when the Saints collectively rejected God’s “fulness,” the gospel as been taken to the Jews 
and the Native American peoples in fulfillment of 3 Ne. 16:9-11. Evidence of this is seen in the re-establishment of Israel 
and as Nation (1948) and the gathering that has occurred there. It is also seen in the number of Saints in Central and South 
America, a population now outnumbering the Saints of North America. The time is coming when the fulness necessary to 
create Zion will return. It is the “strange at” or “marvelous work and wonder” of Isaiah. Note, first the three things tied to 
rejecting “the fulness” below.  
     1. Rejecting God’s Higher Law            The Saints were encouraged early on to help create Zion by living God’s higher 
law of love at Kirtland Ohio. They had the Bible and were blessed to receive more of God’s word in the Book of Mormon, 
wherein the fulness of the gospel is contained. Even more of God’s revealed word was given in February of 1831, when 
D&C 42 was given to Joseph Smith. In it, God’s greater gospel law – the Law of Consecration – was given to the Kirtland 
Saints. It provied too dificult for them to fully embrace. They rejected “the fulness of the gospel law” – better known as 
the Law of Consecration. It is the law of pure love or charity, also known as the Law of the Celestial Kingdom (D&C 42). 
Those who desire to dwell with God in this higher kingdom must live His higher law. Christ said that we must bring forth 
“fruit [real love] meet for the Father’s Celestial Kingdom” (D&C 84:58), not lesser fruits granting access to the lesser 
Terrestrial or Telestial kingdoms (see D&C 76:94-104).  
      To create Zion on earth (as Melchizedek and Enoch and their people did), there must be individual purity of heart 
before it is collectively experienced. There was too much strife and trouble later in Kirtland for Zion to be established. Like 
those at Kirtland, the recipe is the same for the Saints today. We must be personally sanctified via three consecutive 
purifications (via water, fire, and blood) in preparation for Zion. It is in the second fiery baptism that we receive “the 
mighty change of heart” spoken of by Alma. In it we are made new creatures in Christ when we are “born again” – in Him. 
We then have greater love for God and our fellow man. This empowers believers to live the higher law of love in total 
consecration, as hearts are purified in this experience, our sins remitted, and the Holy Ghost given. Entering this gate, we 
are then on the path to sanctification (2 Ne. 31:17-18). Since Kirtland and the rejection of the higher law of love, the Saints 
have lived the lesser law of tithing. Many have made covenants in the temple tied to God’s word, suggesting a 
“willingness” to live this law, but until we “do” so, as evident in our “deeds,” we will not have “power to bring again Zion” 
(D&C 113:8). This is laid out for us in 1 Nephi 14:1-2 and D&C 84, where we read of our condemnantion for a number of 
things, including that we are, “not only to say [a willingness] but to do according to that which I have written” (D&C 
84:57). 
     2. Rejecting God’s Greater Priesthood           Living God’s higher law of love is one requirement to receive a portion of 
God’s power in the greater Melchizedek priesthood. It was at a special June, 1831 conference at the Morley Farm in 
Kirtland, that 23 men were ordained High Priests and offered the greater Melchizedek priesthood for the first time in this 
dispensation (according to the words of the Joseph Smith and others). This “fulness” was extended to the 23 men who were 
ordained as High Priests in a call via God own’s voice. It was the beginning of what was supposed to be a great 
“endowment of power from on high” for these men, the leaders of the church at the time. They were invited to enter into 
God’s Holy Order (Alma 13; JST Gen. 14), and receive that power needed “to bring again Zion” (D&C 113:8). This was 
the power the Saints “had lost” at Kirtland. History reveals that only a few of these 23 men were actually chosen to receive 
it there (including Lyman Wight, Joseph Smith and Harvey Whitlock). Nauvoo was the later place where the Saints were 
promised an opportunity to receive this fulness again, if they repented, turned to God wholly, and built the temple in God’s 
time and way.  
     We read in D&C 124:28 that the Nauvoo Temple was to be the place where God might “come to restore again that 
which was lost unto you, or which he hath taken away, even the fulness of the priesthood.” Once again God’s fulness was 
rejected in favor of the things of this world. The Saints had made other things their priority, including finishing their homes 
(see Haggai 1) and the Masonic Lodge before the temple. Polygamy also became widespread. These and other sins entered 
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in after God’s greater gospel law was rejected. Verse 45 of D&C 84 reveals God’s promise to the Saints that they would 
“not be moved out of their place” if they were faithful to Him. History shows that this did not occur. Instead, the Saints 
were scattered among various sects, all driven from Nauvoo. Their leaders were also taken from them. Similar things 
occurred with the Israelites when they rejected God and His higher ways at Sinai (see JST Ex. 34:1-2; D&C 84:23-27).  
     3. Rejecting God Himself               If we are not founded upon the rock who is Christ, the coming wind and rains and 
flood will wash away our sandy foundation. We reject our Lord by rejecting His invitation to “repent” and “come unto 
me” (Alma 5:33-34). It is a literal invitation to enter “the fulness” of His rest or glory, His presence in this life (see D&C 
84:24). We are to “know” Him. Only those who do will enter Zion. The Israelites rejected God at Sinai, choosing instead 
the mortal man Moses to lead them. He was eventually taken from them. 
     All of us have been invited to enter into “the way.” We must sincerely repent and offer God the personal sacrifice of a 
broken heart and a contrite spirit. If we turn to Him with all our hearts in this manner we will experience “the mighty 
change of heart.” We will be born again in Him and thereafter receive the Holy Ghost. With it and God’s word as our guide 
(the rod we must hold tightly to), we will eventually come to the Tree of Life, to our Lord in heaven. We are brought there 
in an ascent-vision experience and then sealed His (Mos. 5:15). We become His sons and daughters as we receive Him as 
the Heavenly Gift (Ether 12:8). Only those who repent, are born again, and come to know Him, are given salvation and 
eternal life at His hands (see JST Mat. 7:33; 25:10-11). They are those who have come to know the bridegroom. They are 
the pure in heart who have been sanctified by His atoning blood. They will enter the bridal chamber, Zion.  
      The Marvelous Work and Wonder              History reveals that the early ministry of Joseph Smith laid a foundation for 
a coming later restoration that will occur in our day – when the Remnant among the Gentiles repent and come unto 
Christ, like our Native American friends. The Gentile Saints stumbled when this foundation was first laid, rejecting God’s 
fulness. It was then taken to others, as God remembered the covenant he had made with the whole house of Israel. God’s 
word reveals that the Gentiles will eventually remove their idolatry and joyfully embrace the living God rather than men 
and their churches. This later conversion and that of the Lamanites to Christ is the “strange act” or “marvelous work and a 
wonder” addressed by Isaiah.  
     The Prophet Joseph Smith brought forth the word of God in the Book of Mormon and other modern scripture. In them 
he helped lay the foundation for a later time when God’s work will roll forth in great power, and with deeds that witness 
this power. One among the Lamanites by the name of Joseph will show forth this power in the fulness of the priesthood. We 
read in Lehi’s patriarchal blessing to his youngest son Joseph, “And there shall rise up one mighty among them [his 
posterity], who shall do much good, both in word and in deed, being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding 
faith, to work mighty wonders [power], and do that thing which is great in the sight of God, unto the bringing to pass much 
restoration unto the house of Israel, and unto the seed of thy brethren”  (2 Ne. 3:24). The promises made to the “father” 
Joseph of Egypt, will be fulfilled in this modern-day Joseph. He will be a “restorer, gatherer, protector, and guardian” in 
our day. He is of the bloodline of Lehi and the Lamanite people, the Book of Mormon Remnant remaning on this covenant 
land. In the near future, more of God’s word will be delivered to us in the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon, the words 
of John the Revelator, and other hidden works. The mysteries of God will be unfolded to us. We will soon witness 
miraculous power and deeds. Nephi addressed this coming day - when the fulness will be restored. We read in 1 Nephi 
14:1-2; “And it shall come to pass, that if the Gentiles shall hearken unto the Lamb of God in that day that he shall 
manifest himself unto them in word, and also in power, in very deed, unto the taking away of their stumbling blocks— 
 2 And harden not their hearts against the Lamb of God, they shall be numbered among the seed of thy father [Lehi and the 
promises of the Fathers given to him]; yea, they shall be numbered among the house of Israel; and they shall be 
a blessed people upon the promised land forever; they shall be no more brought down into captivity; and the house of Israel 
shall no more be confounded. 
     Four generations ago the restored church of Christ was offered the fulness of the gospel. They only received it in word. 
They stumbled by not embracing Christ and His fulness. He is “the stone of stumbling” (see 1 Cor. 1:23; Jcaob 4:14-15; 2 
Ne. 26:20). All must come unto Him or they cannot be saved (1 Ne. 13:40). Collectively, these early Saints did not receive 
the fulness in power and in deed. Too many today continue to embrace only words. This is why the Lord chastened the 
Saints, warning them and us that we would remain under condemnation until we remember: (1) the New and Everlasting 
Covenant, (2) the Book of Mormon – which contains the fulness of the gospel, and (3) the revelations received by Joseph 
Smith…“not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written.” We live in a time when we have words in 
scripture that describe the fullness of the gospel. We use words to give lip service about our willingness to live it. We have 
alsmost no power becaue there is not enough doing. It is not enough to give lip service in a temple ceremony “to say” that 
we are willing to obey the higher laws God says must be lived to bring again Zion. We must in fact “do” so, by actually 
consecrating all we have and are to God and each other in real love. When “that day” comes, we will witness God’s 
marvelous works, as He manifests himself to the Remnant, not only in word, but also in power and very deed.  
     The Ephraimite Gentile Saints have for too long rejected the Lord’s invitation to “repent,” be born again, and “come 
unto me” (Ether 4:18; Alma 5:33-34; 2 Ne. 28:32; D&C 10:67-68). Many have embraced the gospel, but have not 
understood nor received the baptism of fire (D&C 39:6), and the fuller things beyond it. Too many have not sought for the 
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fulness of Christ’s gospel, which includes sanctification at His hands (D&C 39:11). We read in Ether 4:6-7, “For the Lord 
said unto me: They [the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon] shall not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they 
shall repent of their iniquity [the condemnation of D&C 84:49-59), and become clean before the Lord. And in that day that 
they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me, then 
will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, 
saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them are.” This is the 
day that the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon, the revealtions of John, and more will come forth among the believers. 
This is a sign, along with the rising up of the Lamanite Remnant, that the work of the Father has commenced (Ether 4:16-
17).  
     Elijah’s Return (or one coming in the Spirit and Power of Elijah)            Elijah is now believed to be a resurrected 
divine being, appearing to represent the Lord in providing keys for the sealing power. Our Elijah theology appears to have 
come to us via a third person account written by Warren Cowdery. Evidence for this is found in the back of the third 
volume of revelations in Kirtland, the last entry made there. It appears to be the source of all the later claims made about 
Elijah, including his purpose and appearance. Note the word “them” in Warren Cowdery’s third person account, where he 
says, “The Lord appeared to them... said to them.... etc. When this was discovered later on, it appears to have been 
reworded to the first person. It now reads, “The Lord appeared to us.... said to us...”, etc.. This is seen in the Joseph Smith 
Papers.  
     It is significant that the record Joseph Smith left us makes no mention of Elijah’s appearance. This includes section 128 
of the D&C, which is a letter to the Saints composed by Joseph in 1842. It provides one example of Elijah‘s appearance 
being a future one, as Elijah is not mentioned in Joseph’s listing of the angelic ministrants who came to him. This letter was 
composed in 1842, six years after the D&C 110 events (as later compiled by Orson Pratt). Throughout the Nauvoo time 
period, and up to 1844 and his own death, the Prophet Joseph refers to Elijah‘s coming as a future one. In addition, Oliver 
Cowdery’s statements also make no mention of Elijah’s appearance. The Prophet Joseph Smith never explains anything 
about. Both men did testify about visitations received, and about who had come to give them power. Neither Joseph Smith 
or Oliver Cowdery ever mention Elijah! It should be noted, however, that Joseph Smith always refers to Elijah’s coming as 
a future event, Elijah “will return,” not that he has returned.  
     There is no mention Elijah appearing in the years 1836, 1837, and 1838, nor in any year from 1839 to 1844. The Prophet 
Joseph does say there will be a future return. After Joseph Smith's death, there was nothing said or known about Elijah’s 
appearing in any year from 1844 to 1850, nor in any year thereafter. When the Kirtland Revelation Book was finally 
reviewed in the 1850's, it was first noticed that this revelation, recorded by Warran Cowdery, was published for the first 
time in November of the year it was found. Along with this publication was an explanation by Elder Orson Pratt explaining 
that it was significant. Elder Pratt’s explaination of the dating of events is difficult to follow and confirm, and the 
chronology of this first editorial on it has been used ever since. It is now believed by scholars in the Joseph Smith Papers 
project that Elder Pratt erred in attributing the revelation known as D&C 110 as being recorded on July 12 of 
1843. Scholars now believe it was received much earlier, most likely in early 1829. Since the 1850's, when the revelation 
was found about the Kirtland Temple appearance of Elijah, and published for the first time in the Deseret News, there have 
been many, many statements that rely upon Elder Pratt's first analysis that accompanied the announcement of finding the 
record. Sadly, Warren Cowdery, the original scribe who recorded the event was dead, not able to explain where it had came 
from. His brother Oliver died shortly before Warren, and he too could not be asked questions about it. Joseph Smith was 
killed before both men.  
     The Prophet Joseph Smith’s words consistently point to Elijah’s return as a future one. This continued right up until his 
death, as he spoke of his return in January and March of 1844. It is clear in D&C 124 that the promise to return the fullness 
of the priesthood and its power was dependent upon having a sacred setting for this purpose – in the completed and 
dedicated Nauvoo Temple, in accordance with the Lord’s instructions and timeline in verses 28-35, 47 and 55. Other 
scripture, and the historical record reveals, that like those in Haggai 1:2-11 who were also building a temple, the Nauvoo 
Saints preferred to complete their own homes and businesses first, delaying the temple’s completion. If the Saints were not 
valiant in completing the Nauvoo Nauvoo Temple, the Lord stated, “I will not perform the oath which I make unto you, 
neither fulfill the promises which ye expect at my hands, saith the Lord. For instead of blessings, ye, by your own works, 
bring cursings, wrath, indignation, and judgments upon your own heads, by your follies, and by all your abominations, 
which you practice before me, saith the Lord” (D&C 124:47-48, see also 4-55).  
     It is clear that the Nauvoo Temple was not completed in the Lord’s designated time frame, and thus His promise to the 
Saints of receiving the“fullness” may not have been realized. The Saints, like those in Haggai 1 were apparently also 
cursed, experiencing many trials thereafter. As history records, the Nauvoo Saints were “moved out of their place” (D&C 
124:45). Thus, they may not have received the full blessings of the higher priesthood (though Joseph Smith as dispensation 
head held them). Researchers like Andrew Ehat have went to great lengths to show that administrative power was given to 
Brigham Young and others in the Red Brick Store. This may not have been the Lord’s designated setting for this great gift, 
however.  
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     Conclusion        It is the author’s belief that administrative sealing power is present in our temples today, joining 
deceased family members from the past to those in the present. D&C 124 addresses a future gift of “the fullness” for the 
Saints on the timely completion of the Nauvoo Temple – an offer for the “fullness” that appears to have been taken away, 
as the temple was not completed, nor in a timely manner. The Saints were apparently cursed for a time as seen in the 
difficult trials that followed them. Some believe Joseph Smith may have offered his life to the Lord in exchange for 
opportunity to provide the Saints at Nauvoo some portion of “the fullness.” Righteous Davidic kings like Hezekiah suffered 
much on behalf of their people, making a kind of kingly atonement for them. We know that Joseph Smith was crowned 
King over all Israel in Nauvoo. He may have followed this same pattern for the Nauvoo Saints.  
     The symbolic fullness of the priesthood ordinance was given in the upper room of the Red Brick Store. The context of 
“fullness” there was administrative sealing power (making men and women kings and queens, priests and priestesses 
symbolically, and perhaps the power to join past family to present via baptism for the dead). This is not that power 
associated with entering God’s glory – His rest (where personal sealing power is given by God Himself), which is Joseph 
Smith’s second context for “fullness” in scripture (see endnote 119, in my book Pillars of the Priesthood). Administrative 
sealing power appears to be present in our temples today, joining deceased family members from the past to those in the 
present (#1 below). Personal sealing power (Joseph Smith’s second definition for “the fullness”), on the other hand, is that 
connected to the redemption (entering God’s rest) and the Patriarchal Order – that given by God only to His chosen, select, 
trusted servants – in a personal audience with Him. This may be the context of “the fullness” referenced in D&C 124:28, 
that “fulness which was lost” generally, and that which includes the added abilities which are part of the definition of 
sealing power in #’s 2-3 below. Such power may be attainable through personal redemption and God’s will. Thus, the three 
types of “sealing” addressed in scripture appears to include: 
 
         1. Sealing of family members from the past to those in the present (as done in temples today). 
         2. Sealing of those in the present to the “fathers” in heaven (a dispensation head), and finally to God, The heavenly  
             Father. This connects the entire patriarchal chain. Such a sealing was originally referred to as “the law of     
             adoption.” It does not appear that this doctrine is in place, primarily because it is not understood. 
         3. Sealing of the elements via controlling them as necessary for the purpose of protection of the Saints (the lesser  
             intelligences willingly obeying the light and love [power] of the greater intelligences), and in other ways obeying    
             the mind and will in of the Lord as He so directs. 
 
     Scripture and the words of the Prophet Joseph Smith indicate that God alone gives individual sealing power as part of 
the doctrine of calling and election, not another man (the arm of flesh), whereas administrative sealing authority in the 
Church exercises keys for it in the temple, joining family members past from the past to those in the present. In JST 
Genesis 14:27-29, we read, that the higher priesthood, “was delivered unto men by the calling of his [God’s] own voice...” 
The Prophet Joseph taught that the higher, or Melchizedek, priesthood is the highest authority in the kingdom of God, is 
after the Son of God, is eternal, and was held by all prophets—all of whom were ordained by God Himself (TPJS, pps. 180-
81). In the Book of Mormon we see that individual sealing power was given to Nephi in this same manner, by God Himself 
(Helaman 10:3, 5-10), and to Joseph Smith (D&C 132:40, 45-46).  
     The opportunity, via greater keys in the priesthood to enter God’s presence, appears to be that “fullness” which is 
rejected in the last days, as addressed in 3rd Nephi 16:10, and corroborated in D&C 84:24. It was this “fullness” the ancient 
Israelites also rejected at the base of Sinai (D&C 84:22-26). It is a personal rejection of the Lord’s invitation to believe in 
Him, repent, and enter His rest (D&C 93:1). The fulness of the power returned by “Elias” and Elijah is that which will: (1) 
not only join family members from the past to the present (as done in the temples today), but those that; (2) connect both to 
the “fathers” which are in heaven (like Abraham and Joseph Smith as dispensation heads, as part of the original “law of 
adoption”), and then finally to The heavenly Father. The return of the greater sealing keys are those used by the 144,000 
for; (3) individual or personal sealings, for entering God’s presence, as part of being sealed up to eternal life. These are the 
full powers inherent in the Patriarchal Order, where the family Patriarch and his wife work out the salvation and exaltation 
of their children within the Holy Order. All will be one – Zion, as promised in Moses 6:7. See also endnotes 74 & 155 (both 
associated with the Morley Farms events) in my book, Pillars of the Priesthood.             
 
22 The Prophet Joseph Smith addressed “the fullness of the priesthood” in two important ways; (1) ordinances (from 
baptism for the dead to the second anointing), and (2) entering the “rest” or glory of the Lord (see also endnote 139 in my 
book Pillars of the Priesthood). 
 
23 Joseph Smith, Jr., Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, p. 172. 
 
24 See Robert L. Millet, “Prophets and Priesthood in the Old Testament,” in Sperry Symposium Classics: The Old 
Testament, ed. Paul Y. Hoskisson (Provo and Salt Lake City: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, and 
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Deseret Book 2005), pps. 48–68.  

25 For a discussion of changes to ordinances, see endnote 278, in my book Pillars of the Priesthood. 
 
26 Joseph Smith, Jr., Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, pps. 166-67. 
 
27 Return of Animal Sacrifice            Joseph Smith, Joseph F. Smith, and scripture (D&C 84:31; 124:39; 128:24) teach that 
ancient animal sacrifice will return, when “all things” and “all the ordinances” return. It should be remembered that the 
sacrificial system that preceded Moses was not fulfilled in Jesus. The Prophet Joseph taught that blood sacrifices similar to 
those revealed to Adam will again be made prior to the Lord’s coming as part of the restoration of all things (TPJS, 172-
73). In reply to the question, “Will there ever be any more offering of sheep and heifers and bullocks upon altars, as used to 
be required of Israel,” Oliver Huntington heard the Prophet Joseph respond, stating, “Yes, there will; for there were never 
any rites, ordinances of laws in the priesthood of any gospel dispensation upon this earth but what will have to be finished 
and perfected in this last dispensation of time — the dispensation of all dispensations” (Hyrum L. Andrus & Helen Mae 
Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, Bookcraft, p. 62). 
     In D&C 84:31 we read, “…the sons of Moses [Melchizedek Order] and also the sons of Aaron [Levitical Order] shall 
[future] offer an acceptable offering and sacrifice in the house of the Lord, which house shall be built unto the Lord…And 
the sons of Moses and of Aaron shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, upon Mount Zion in the Lord’s house, whose sons 
are ye…” (see also verses 32-34). An acceptable offering is one given willingly and properly – in righteousness. Purified 
“sons” will do so, seeing the sacrifice clearly as a type for Christ.   
    The World Room of the St. George and Salt Lake Temples (a floor below the three-tiered pulpit-altars above) today 
represents the place where Adam made a burnt-offering sacrifice after leaving the Garden with Eve. The original altar 
alignment at the St. George Temple appear to have begun at basement level, where plans may have included a special altar 
in the west-end World Room, positioned directly below the west pulpit-altars of both the 1st floor pulpit-altars and those of 
the 2nd floor Assembly Room (vertical alignment). Today a broken heart and a contrite spirit have generally replaced 
ancient animal sacrifice. This appears to be a temporary pattern, however, at least in some cases.  
     On December 16, 1877, Apostle Wilford Woodruff stated, “Some of the brethren called upon Pres. Young to make 
inquiries upon certain teachings of the Prophet Joseph concerning the endowments . . . Pres. Young said that Joseph taught 
him . . . that . . . Under the pulpit in the west end will be the place to offer sacrifices; there will be an altar prepared for that 
purpose so that when any sacrifices are to be offered they are to be offered there.” Brigham Young appears to have died 
before this altar was put in place at the Utah Temples.  
     Such a sacrifice may have been offered inside the Kirtland Temple, however, in preparation for the ordination of Willard 
Richards as an Apostle. In the important King Follett discourse in April General Conference of 1844, the Prophet Joseph 
Smith stated, “Thus we behold the keys of this Priesthood consisted in obtaining the voice of Jehovah that He talked with 
him – Noah – in a familiar and friendly manner, that He continued to him the keys, the covenants, the power and the glory, 
with which he blessed Adam at the beginning; and the offering of sacrifice, which also shall be continued at the last time; 
for all the ordinances and duties that ever have been required by the Priesthood, under the directions and commandments of 
the Almighty in any of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last dispensation, therefore all things had under the 
authority of the Priesthood at any former period, shall be had again, bringing to pass the restoration spoken of by the 
mouth of all the Holy Prophets; then shall the sons of Levi offer an acceptable offering to the Lord. ‘And he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord’” (see Mal. 3:3; D&C 84:31).  
     The Prophet Joseph continued, “It will be necessary here to make a few observations on the doctrine set forth in the 
above quotation, and it is generally supposed that sacrifice was entirely done away when the Great Sacrifice was offered up, 
and that there will be no necessity for the ordinance of sacrifice in the future; but those who assert this are certainly not 
acquainted with the duties, privileges and authority of the priesthood, or with the Prophets. The offering of sacrifice has 
ever been connected and forms a part of the duties of the Priesthood. It began with the Priesthood, and will be continued 
until after the coming of Christ, from generation to generation. We frequently have mention made of the offering of 
sacrifice by the servants of the Most High in ancient days, prior to the law of Moses; which ordinances will be continued 
when the Priesthood is restored with all its authority, power and blessings.” (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, 
pps. 210-11, italics added.)     
     Joseph Fielding Smith stated, “the law of sacrifice will have to be restored…It will be necessary, therefore, for the sons 
of Levi, who offered the blood sacrifices anciently in Israel, to offer such a sacrifice again to round out and complete this 
ordinance in this dispensation” (see Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 3, pps. 93-94). The Prophet Joseph 
stated that the 144,000 will be involved with this ancient rite. “At the close of the meeting, we returned to Benjamin F. 
Johnson's, where we slept; and I remarked that the hundred and forty-four thousand sealed are the priests who should be 
anointed to administer in the daily sacrifice” (History of the Church, 5:326).  
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     According to Nibley, the rising smoke (of the burnt-offering sacrifice) was a signal to attract attention, calling down 
God. Animal skins would have also provided special ritual clothing. (See Hugh Nibley, What is a Temple, BYU Religious 
Studies Center, p. 360. For more on the burnt-offering sacrifice, see Wilford Woodruff’s Journal, Dec. 18, 1857, Kenny, v. 
5, p. 140. See also Journal History, Dec. 18, 1857; History of Brigham Young, 1857, p. 904. All citations are in Frederick 
M. Huchel, The King Follett Discourse, Frithurex Press, pps. 16-17; 44.)  
 
28 Joseph Smith, Jr., Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, pps. 172, italics added. 
 
29 Ibid, pps. 171-73. 
 
30 Joseph Smith’s letter to the Saints, which is now D&C 128, represents one more example of Elijah‘s appearance being a 
future one. This is because Elijah is not mentioned in Joseph Smith’s listing of the angelic ministrants who came to him 
(the letter was composed in 1842, six years after the D&C 110 events, as later compiled by Orson Pratt). Throughout the 
Nauvoo time period, and up to 1844 and his own death, the Prophet Joseph refers to Elijah‘s coming as a future one, not a 
past event!  
  
31 See Robert L. Millet, “Prophets and Priesthood in the Old Testament,” in Sperry Symposium Classics: The Old 
Testament, ed. Paul Y. Hoskisson (Provo and Salt Lake City: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, and 
Deseret Book 2005), pps. 48–68. 
 
32 Andrew Ehat and Lindon Cook, The Words of Joseph Smith, Grandin Book, p. 329. Eternal glory is not the Spirit world 
of the dead, but the dwelling place of the Gods, in “celestial glory.” 
33 Ibid, p. 331. 
 
34  Hugh Nibley, Teachings of the Pearl of Great Price, Vol. 17, p. 211.  
35 The Spear of the Egyptian god Osiris (the resurrected Christ) may represent this fiery conduit, symbolized by a winged 
(or fiery) serpent. Osiris guards and opens “the way.” This spear may be represented in the heavens by the constellation 
Draco. The winged serpent (also connected to the Mayan god Quetzequatl) potentially represents Christ. Osiris is also 
associated with Christ. Those in the fiery tunnel may be part of the “ascent experience” of scripture, potentially symbolized 
by the “fiery chariot” (God is said to be on a “fiery chariot throne”). Is there a connection with the Egyptian “boat of 
Horus” (Facsimile 2) or with the Djed pillar? (See Hugh Nibley, The Message of the Joseph Smith Papyri: An Egyptian 
Endowment, FARMS / Deseret Book. See also Giorgio De Santillana and Hertha Von Dechend, Hamlet’s Mill, David R. 
Godine Publisher.) 
 
36 Meaning Behind the Three Facsimiles           The three Facsimiles lay out the purposes of temples, in progression and 
ascension of the king. Facsimile 1 showcases the sacrifice of the king or his substitute (Abraham in this case, mirroring the 
Atonement of Christ), and our need for total devotion to God; the dedication to sacrifice all if need be. Facsimile 2 provides 
keys of knowledge associated with the ascension of the king’s (or his resurrection), and ours. Christ showed us “the way.” 
Facsimile 3 reveals the enthronement of the king, and our reward as God’s Sons and Daughters, exalted beings. Facsimile 
2 may be particularly important in finding our way back home to God. The Joseph Smith Hypocephalus [Facsimile 2] 
appears to be a symbolic representation of the [Egyptian] Journey of death, descent into the Underworld below, where 
overcoming death is required before one is reborn as or like Osiris. Ascension on the eastern horizon with with Re (the 
classic Aht motif – the rising sun on the horizon) appears to represent this journey of resurrection, from earthly existence, 
up through the 7 heavens and into the realm of God. According to Bayley, “It is evident that the axis of the Universe was 
conceived indifferently as either a fiery column, a pillar, a backbone, a spine, a spike, a nail, a torso, a trunk, a staff, a pivot, 
a spindle, an axle-tree, a rod, or a pole.” One of these in scripture, was the rod or stem of Jesse, which according to Bayley, 
“may be equated with the Ashera, a phallic object mentioned in the Old Testament [10 of them found in Solomon’s 
Temple—5 on each side of the way to the Oracle] in connection with the worship of Ashtoreth…The Asherah was an 
upright stem or pole answering symbolically to the English Maypole…also associated with the Egyptian Djed pillar, which 
symbolized the sacrum at the base of the spine, from its proximity to the seat of generation (our word sacred comes from 
sacrum).” For others the Asherah was a representation of the Tree of Life, even the Mother in Heaven. (See Harold Bayley, 
The Lost Language of Symbolism, pps. 279-80, 354, 361. See also the Appendix, Davidic Kingship. 
37 According to Elder McConkie, “Oaths are a sworn determination to keep a promise…usually made in the name of the 
Lord, by people who valued their religion and their word above their lives” (Numbers 30). Man makes covenants with God. 
When honored, God then makes an oath with us, an oath that we will receive eternal life and all that goes with it (D&C 
84:33-41). Unfortunately man has frequently used ‘oaths’ in very evil ways. Although oaths were once a part of ancient 
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religious practice, the Lord may have done away with them after His resurrection because of the secret oaths that 
individuals and groups make for the purpose of getting gain, committing murder, etc. (Matthew 5:33-37; 3 Nephi 12:33-
37). The first of these appears to be the oath made by Cain to Satan (Moses 5). God, however, is under no such restriction. 
He has provided three primary oaths in scripture—in His own name—there is no higher authority. Our covenants to God 
must be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise to be in full effect after the resurrection. These individuals inherit eternal life. 
38 Second Comforter and Holy Spirit of Promise           The token associated with Christ in His role as the Second Comforter 
may be the day star windows of the Nauvoo Temple. They let in light to the upper regions of the temple and feature the 
inverted pentagram (symbol of life and perfection), surround by a circle of 12 stones. (See chapters 8-10 of the Day Star: 
Reading Sacred Architecture, by the author, www.digitalegend.com) 
    We are blessed to have the companionship of the Holy Ghost as we merit it – a gift from God in the bpatism of fire 
experience (see 2 Ne. 31 and 32). When our lives conform with the mind and will of God on a more regular and higher 
basis, we qualify for the constant companionship of the Holy Spirit of Promise – that of Jesus Christ Himself. He is the 
“other comforter”  or Second Comforter of D&C 88:3-7, He who promises eternal life. He is the Heavenly Gift (Ether 
12:8), the first of the 13 gifts of the Spirit the Lord lists for us in D&C 46. 
     In the Sacrament prayers, those that honor covenants and “remember” Him are promised His Spirit. The parable of the 
10 virgins reveals the importance of having the mind and will of God with us continually, as symbolized by those who 
obtain sufficient oil—representing the more permanent Gift of the Holy Spirit - Jesus Christ - to guide us constantly; “For 
they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived—
verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day” (D&C 45:57; 84:47). The 
tremendous glory of God is described as light and fire. When we are sufficiently clean, and according to the mind and will 
of God, the perfect day will come when we can endure His fiery presence and receive Him as the heavenly gift. Those who 
have learned to listen to, and obediently follow the words of Christ are eventually purified and sanctified (made sacred) in 
the baptism of fire experience, and then later by Christ as the Holy Spirit of Promise (3 Nephi 27:20). Their sins are first 
burned away as they experience the rebirth mentioned by John to Nicodemus (baptism of fire); a necessary requirement to 
enter onto the pathway of eternal life (2 Ne. 31:18), and then farther onto the path to receiving the promise of eternal life 
(John 3:5). Thus, it is the fiery light of the Holy Spirit of Promise (Christ and His Atonement) in connection with the Holy 
Ghost and our continual repentance that sanctifies us, purging out sin through fire, providing rebirth. Burial in water serves 
as an outward sign and witness that we have sacrificed and buried the older person and have entered into covenants with 
God as a new one (Mosiah 21:35). In 3rd Nephi 12, verses 1 and 2, we read, “and after that ye are baptized with water, 
behold I will baptize you with fire and with the Holy Ghost…for they shall be visited with fire and with the Holy Ghost, 
and shall receive a remission of their sins.” This is the baptism of fire experience, baptism 2 of 3 of them (by water, by fire, 
and by Christ’s blood, see Moses 6:58-60). 
     At some future point the worthy have their exaltation sealed upon them – the guarantee of eternal life, typically stated 
first in revelation (God’s voice to us), and then a sealing via anointing following, personally by Christ. “Wherefore, I now 
send upon you another comforter, even upon you my friends, that it may abide in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of 
Promise; which other Comforter is the same that I promised unto my disciples…This Comforter is the promise which I give 
unto you of eternal life” (D&C 88:3-4). This Second Comforter, promised us is the Lord. Today there is confusion on this 
doctrine. McConkie taught that the Holy Spirit of Promise is a higher function of the Holy Ghost (Mormon Doctrine, pps. 
361-62). Many disagree, citing this and other errors in Mormon Doctrine. Many simply don’t care. The author’s research 
indicates that Jesus Christ, as the Second Comforter, is the Holy Spirit of Promise. He seals with His own hands these 
blessings personally upon us. No “man” apparently has this actual “sealing” mission. These promises come in His own time 
and way, once we are sanctified. As a result, such individuals are now justified in receiving all the promised blessings 
associated with the particular priesthood ordinance. 
     Listening and obeying the Holy Ghost (the voice, mind and will of Christ, see 2 Ne. 32:1-6) encourages only good, 
reflected in service to others. This influence enlightens, ennobles and magnifies, providing greater and greater light until the 
perfect day; the day we enter the Lord’s rest, His actual presence. “The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehendeth it not; nevertheless, the day shall come when you shall comprehend even God, being quickened in him and 
by him…Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God, and the days will come that you shall see 
him; for he will unveil his face unto you, and it shall be in his own time, and in his own way, and according to his own 
will” (D&C 88:49, 68).  
 


