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There are at least ten types of washing with living water in scripture. These include the following:
1. Washing Animal Sacrifices
Solomon’s Temple featured ten small brass lavers of water, five on each side of the
temple for washing. Each laver was placed on a four-wheeled base. They were for washing sacrificial animals, and to wash
away blood as part of their butchering, prior to their salting and burning on the Altar of Sacrifice. God recognized the
sacrifice by sending down consuming fire at the conclusion of the temple’s dedication (2 Chron. 7:1). Thereafter, the fire on
the altar was to be kept burning forever – a perpetual fire. (Fire was also sent down at the dedication of the Kirtland
Temple – a pillar of fire seen above the temple.) The need for them is evident at the dedication of Solomon’s Temple,
where 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep were sacrificed over the two weeks of dedication and celebration, thought to occur at
the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, the most joyous holy day festival. These ten lavers were decorated with lions (Judah,
symbol of kingship), oxen (Joseph, symbol of priesthood), cherubim (angels) and palm trees (rest in God’s presence). Their
brass wheels resembled those of chariots (God’s chariot throne). The dimensions of the lavers are tied to mother earth (like
water). They were four cubits square and held forty “baths” of water (throughout scripture the number 4 is connected to
earth and the number 40 to “purification,” via a 40-part time period of trial and testing). Water is generally tied to the
female.
2. The Priesthood Mikveh: Washing Prior to Service
In the Old Testament the Lord commanded that there be
ritual immersion in water (washing “withal,” Exodus 30:18), prior to any priestly service for Levite males at the Tabernacle,
insuring that the priests were clean – that they “die not” (Exodus 30:17-21). Thereafter washing was of hands and feet only
(verse 19). This was done in a small portable washing basin made of reflective, mirror-like metal, positioned between the
Tabernacle and the Altar of Sacrifice (Exodus 38:8). Initial immersion may have been done in a private ritual bath (called
the Mikveh later on), or in the great “sea” placed upon the twelve oxen at the later Solomon’s Temple. Some believe
washing in or with water from “the sea” had association with Israel’s separation from wickedness in leaving Egypt, and the
slaying of Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea. This may be the reason the word “sea” was used to describe the large brass laver
with twelve oxen of Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 7:23).
The High Priest Mikveh
Before the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies on the important Day of Atonement,
he was cleansed and purified in the living waters of the Gihon Spring rising up within the temple precincts. One source
says, that, “In the Temple courtyard there was a bathhouse for the high priest. He used to immerse himself in water on the
eve of the Day of Atonement.” (Vilnay, Legends of Jerusalem, p. 88, in Ernest L. Martin, Temples that Jerusalem Forgot,
ASK Publications, p. 335.) For this reason, the Gihon Spring was sometimes called “the Spring of the High Priest” or “the
High Priest’s fountain.” Christ as the Great High Priest was baptized in the Jordan River. The source of this river was a
spring as the base of Mount Hermon. It was at this mountain temple where our Savior was transfigured before Peter, James
and John (Matt. 17:1-9). Psalm 133:3 states, “As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.”
For the Day of Atonement blood ritual, the High Priest mixed the blood of the sacrificed animals (a bull and a goat),
putting it in a container that he kept in perpetual motion during the sprinkling ordinance. Because the container had a
pointed bottom, he could not set it down, thus the blood could not congeal. He then sprinkled it with the fingers of his right
hand onto the Mercy Seat or Ark. He also placed it on the horns of the Altar of Incense. Here the sacrificial blood was used
as a cleansing agent to purify the temple and its implements. This blood had to be washed away.
The High Priest is thought to have purposely served barefoot in the temple (it was a holy place), his feet covered in
blood after service there. It served as a sign and witness of his special priesthood service, necessitating the washing of his
clothing, hands, and feet. He was thought to have carried the sins of Israel upon him (like the Great High Priest Christ), thus
necessitating cleansing in living water. This is also evident in the transfer of Israel’s sins from the High Priest to the
scapegoat – by the laying on of his hands – before it was banished into the wilderness.
The Red Heifer sacrifice was carried out by the firstborn son of the High Priest away from the temple, opposite it on the
southern portion of the Mount of Olives, where the Lord suffered in Gethsemane (a place He resorted to often). He was
covered in red blood there, mirroring the all-red heifer. In these sacrifices, the Priest and Christ (as the Great High Priest)
needed to be ritually clean prior to, and after, their sacred service, as blood was full of sin, a great defilement. Note that no
one mentioned this blood when the Savior was taken prisoner by the temple guards in Gethsemane. He was obviously
washed and perhaps anointed and clothed there (note that the Mount of Olives was also called the Mount of Anointing),
prior to the later scourging and cross.
3. Washing of Feet: Blessing & Cursing
The cleansing of the High Priest’s bare feet after His sprinkling of
blood in the temple, may have connection to the sacred rite of washing of feet performed by the Lord at the Last Supper
when He, as the Great High Priest over the whole earth, washed the feet of His Apostles (also High Priests), one by one. It
was a great blessing, the placing of His “seal” upon them, in connection with the promise of eternal life. They then had
"the testimony of Jesus," the Savior's testimony to the Father that they were clean from the blood and sin of their generation,
receiving "the great and last promise" (see D&C 88:4, 74-75, see also D&C 76:51, 101; Rev. 12:17; 19:10).
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This special priesthood washing ordinance also symbolized our Lord's humility and charity before the Father – the
greatest becoming the least via charitable service. He set the example that priesthood leaders, those of the Holy Order, were
to follow in their service to their fellow man. They were to be the least of all, serving each other in humility. It also
symbolized washing away the blood and sins of the Apostles generation, their families, kinsmen, and all Israel via their
service as missionaries and Apostles - special witnesses for Christ. Their cleansing came by way of the sanctifying blood of
the Lord's Atonement - on behalf of them and all mankind. In D&C 88, the Lord admonishes those in "the school of the
prophets" to "sanctify yourselves; yea, purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands and your feet before me, that I may make
you clean. That I may testify unto your Father, and your God, and my God, that you are clean from the blood of this
wicked generation; that I may fulfill this promise, this great and last promise unto you when I will" (D&C 88:74-75). The
"great and last promise" is the promise of being sealed up to eternal life in connection with this rite (D&C 88:4). This
becomes real or is "sealed" upon them when Christ kneels before such blessed souls and washes their feet.
Cursing
When people in a particular city would not hear the words of Christ given them by His special witnesses,
the priesthood (under inspiration) were to privately wash their feet against that city and people – washing away the dust on
their feet (a symbol of death) against them (Matthew 10:14-15; 103:24-25). Instead of the blessing of the gospel message,
these people now received a cursing. Note that the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were both burned, possibly after this rite
was pronounced against them by Abraham and/or the special translated visitors who came to him. This may explain the
ritual nature of their foot ‘washing’ by Abraham, perhaps prefiguring the ‘dusting of feet’ ordinance performed prior to the
city being engulfed by fiery hail – judgment.
The only New Testament reference to the cursing ordinance is by Paul and Barnabas against Antioch (Acts 13:50-51).
Christ told them, “it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, than for that city”
(Matt. 10:15). Samuel Smith (the Prophet Joseph’s Brother) cursed an innkeeper in this manner after he refused to board
him, and after he shared his testimony of the Book of Mormon with him in Livonia New York (June 30, 1830). This is the
first recorded “dusting of the feet” ordinance or official cursing in the Restoration.
Scripture states that Melchizedek priesthood holders are to go away privately from an individual, people, or city “alone
by yourselves, and cleanse your feet, even with water, pure water, whether in heat or in cold, and bear testimony of it unto
your Father, and return not again unto that man. And in whatsoever village or city ye enter, do likewise” (D&C 84:92). In
D&C 24:15, we read, “And in whatsoever place ye shall enter, and they receive you not, in my name ye shall leave a
cursing instead of a blessing, by casting off the dust of your feet against them as a testimony, and cleansing your feet by the
wayside.” According to Pres. J. Reuben Clark of the First Presidency, the ritual of shaking the dust from off one’s feet by
Melchizedek priesthood holders is a manifestation of, “power to determine whether sins should be forgiven, or retained.”
(See J. Reuben Clark, On the Way to Immortality and Eternal Life, p. 372. See also D&C 24:15; 60:15; 75:20; 84:92 and
99:4.)
4. Washing to Reverse the Blows of Death (resurrection)
Washing with pure water and then anointing with
consecrated oil (a symbol of fire, the Holy Ghost, and the Spirit) is typified by the ancient temple rites as practiced by the
Egyptians, by Moses and Aaron in the Old Testament, and by Latter-day Saints today, in both the earliest and the latest
portions of the Endowment rites.
The first temple ordinance is performed in preparation for resurrection – which reverses the blows of death, and is in
preparation for men becoming “kings and priests,” and women “queens and priestesses” - to God. Men must have the stain
of blood removed from them by quality priesthood service, and care for their wives, both in connection with the washing
ordinance. This was an early “sanctifying” rite necessary for all members of the School of the Prophets, performed only
after the ancient order of the sacrament was first administered (also for purification, see D&C 88:138). In D&C 88:74 the
Lord commanded the early Kirtland priesthood leaders to “sanctify” themselves, “yea, purify your hearts, and cleanse your
hands and your feet before me.” The reason being - preparation for coming into the Lord’s presence, “That I may testify
unto your Father, and your God, and my God, that you are clean from the blood of this wicked generation; that I may fulfill
this promise, this great and last promise which I have made unto you, when I will.”
The “promise” is that of receiving the Second Comforter, the Holy Spirit of Promise - Christ. “This Comforter is the
promise which I give unto you of eternal life” (D&C 88, verses 2-5, 49, 50, 63 & 68). Such purification is a preparation for
this gift, and is seen in two situations; (1) the Prophet Joseph Smith’s performing of the washing of feet ordinance on early
members of the School of the Prophets (see D&C 88:141); And (2) by women on husbands for the fullest blessings of the
priesthood. Feet so cleansed are “beautiful” (D&C 88:130) upon the mountains (Isa. 52:7). Women do not have the stain of
blood upon them. Their development of charity to receive the same gift, is via service to family. The washing of feet
ordinance for wives upon husbands also has ties to kingship, now that the candidate is “clean.”
5. Washing the King’s Feet (husband)
The washing of feet “ordinance” by wives upon husbands has distinct
marriage and kingship associations, and is first tied to a wife’s witness of the chastity, fidelity, and love of her husband for
her, within the bonds of marriage. Besides the Lord, only a wife knows the thoughts, intents and actions of her husband, his
proper use of his priesthood and his procreative “power” with her. This special power is to be kept within bounds
proscribed by the Lord (righteousness, love, etc.). In D&C 121:36 we read that powers in the priesthood (including the
procreative powers unique to a man) must never be exercised by coercion, force, or compulsion, or “amen” to the
priesthood power of that man. The wife (and the Lord) pronounces him “clean” from the blood and sins of “this generation”
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(this includes their family, his kingdom) in this particular context. She knows his true nature. Thus, the sacred washing of
feet ordinance by a wife is perhaps the highest form of approval that one mortal can pronounce on another here on earth.
This act also places a “claim” or “seal” on him as her husband in the Resurrection, for she loves, honors, and respects him,
as a result of his treatment of her and their children. The Lord revealed that Mary placed such a “claim” or “seal” upon Him,
stating that this sacred rite was “against the day of my burying” (Matthew 26:12; Mark 14:8; John 12:7).
In addition, this sacred “ordinance” is connected with a king-making ritual for the husband (he is also a teacher, priest,
prophet and patriarch). With Mary, it was the Savior Jesus Christ who was marked as a King. After tenderly washing
Christ’s feet, Mary then dried them with her long hair (perhaps a symbol of her Nazarite priestess status). She also anointed
his head with a pound of costly Spikenard (a type of special, fragrant “oil”), and potentially his feet as well (John 12:3).
This appears to be part of His coronation anointing as King of kings. Such power in the woman is evident in various stories
in the Old Testament where the righteous wife in marriage exercised subtle, but real behind the scenes power in selecting
the next king - the “firstborn” son, as in Isaac over Esau, and Ephraim over Manasseh, for example. A similar ritual
coronation scene is seen in Facsimile 3, where the female figure (Sarah) stands behind Abraham who sits on a throne. The
female has this king-making power in the ancient Egyptian coronation rites, typically associated with the mother. The wife
is also present, the figure to the right. The mother and wife of the king (Osiris) in ancient Egypt are symbolized by Hathor
(mother of the king) and Isis (wife of the king). Their son (Horus), the prince and next king, sits on the lap of Isis. The
grandfather of the current king is the setting sun. The current king is the noonday sun. The new or next king is the rising
sun. He wins the kingdom (against set [Satan]) for his father, Osiris (Psalm 98:1; 110:1-3).
6. Washing Prior to Treading the
Winepress
It was only six days later
after Mary’s washing and anointing of Christ’s
feet in Bethany, that our Savior descended the
Mount of Olives, riding into Jerusalem on a
small white donkey (John 12:14). This was His
“Triumphal Entry” – now as King - into the
Holy City (the animal was also a sign of
kingship). The Lord's “triumphal entry” into
the old city was from the east and by way of a
road near Bethphage and Bethany. This road
was not over the steep summit of the Mount of
Olives (near Nob), but a longer, easier route
around the southern end of the Mount of
Olives (Matt 21:1, 8-10; Mark 11:1, 8-10;
Luke 19:29, 36-37, 41).
Edersheim stated that the ancient High
Priest, King and Bridegroom were normally
anointed (ordained) six days before the Day of
Atonement and the Passover (the crucifixion).
(See Alfred Edersheim, Life and the Times of
Jesus the Messiah, 2:359.) The sacred
anointing by Mary was in the town of Bethany
(opposite the temple on the southeast slope of
the Mount of Olives). He may have been
	
   washed and “anointed” again on Olivet just
prior to His crucifixion, this time in
Mary washing Christ's feet, Stained-glass window, Cathedral of the
Gethsemane,
the great winepress there
Madeleine, Salt Lake City, Utah
(“Gethsemane” means “winepress.” It was both
a vineyard and olive grove). The washing of His feet by Mary appears to have also cleansed them prior to His all-important
mission as Savior and Redeemer of the world - His treading of the great winepress alone (no one else performed this
sacrificial act). He most likely had supporters there, perhaps including His Father (and Mother). Feet are washed prior to
pressing grapes in wine vats.
7. Baptism by Blood in Gethsemane
All washing rites and ordinances appear to climax symbolically in the
washing away of the Savior’s blood (from every pore) in Gethsemane. This may have been a baptism in His own blood (He
received baptism by water in the Jordan River, and baptism by fire, perhaps on the Mount of Transfiguration). His great
suffering with blood was most likely followed by washing with pure living water and a healing anointing there of oil and
wine by the Good Samaritan act of the angel there, all part of the Atonement where the elements of water, Spirit (fire [oil]),
and blood were evident (like birth). We read in Revelation 1:5, “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood” (see also Rev. 7:14; Heb. 10:22). The three “baptisms” are signaled by the three colors red, white and blue,
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granting us liberty from sin, death, and hell (separation from God). Christ wore blue and white priesthood robes into
Gethsemane. They were stained red in his own blood. These three colors are found on the U.S. flag and the Day Star
(pentagram) windows of the Nauvoo Temple. The star is encircled by 12 stones mirroring 12 oxen of a baptismal font, the
12 zodiac signs around the sun, and the 12 Apostles around the Lamb of God.
8. Washing in the Birth Process
Water, blood, and Spirit are present at birth, signaling transition or rebirth (see 1
John 5:7-8 & Moses 6:59-60). Having accepted the Father’s plan prior to mortality, we all are blessed with time on earth to
progress, that we might return to God’s presence. Many believe there are multiple opportunities for this, enhancing
continuing progression, until finally we "go no more out" (see Alma 7:25, 29:17 & 34:36; Hel. 3:30; 3 Ne. 28:40; Rev.
3:12; 2 Sam. 21:17).
9. Waters of Separation & Healing
There are three separating waters; (1) the “water of separation” created by the
ash and living water mixture from the Red Heifer Sacrifice, (2) the waters of baptism for those entering the Lord’s kingdom,
and (3) the waters of separation for Nazarites, as seen in Numbers 6. They each express the need to remove separation from
God, while becoming separate from the world. The Lord directed some in scripture to become clean and receive health by
washing in water. On one occasion Christ used His own living water (spittle mixed with the earth [clay]) to anoint the eyes
of a blind man from birth. He then directed him to wash further in the pool of Siloam (John 9:5-7), which had as its source
the Gihon Spring.
The early Saints practiced re-baptism for healing purposes and as a sign of recommitment. There are eight total reasons
for it. Re-baptism was first done in the Nauvoo Temple font, followed by the rite in early Utah Temples (until 1922). The
Prophet Joseph Smith “washed” Emma in both the Mississippi River near their Nauvoo home (two times in Oct of 1842),
and in the dedicated baptismal font of the not yet completed Nauvoo Temple (November 1842), each time for healing
purposes. (For more on re-baptism and Nazarites [Numbers 6] see Holy Unto the Lord, by the author, Digital Legend
Press.)
10. The Female Mikveh: Washing Away the Blood of Creation
Blood is associated with both death and life - in the
woman’s monthly cycle (death), and to childbirth (life). But unlike the association of blood with men to sin and death only,
the woman’s connection to blood also signals life in creation. Modern Jewish women, honoring ancient Mosaic laws,
recognize this connection. Each month when a woman is unable to fill the measure of her creation through pregnancy,
blood and tissue are expelled from her body, a form of death for what could have been. This expelling takes on average 5
days. Seven days beyond that (a full and complete time period in scripture) equals 12 days. The night of the 13th day
typically signals the high point of a women’s new fertility (lasting through the 14th and 15th days – the middle of her cycle –
full moon in ancient Israel if the cycle starts at new moon).
According to traditional Jewish teachings, it is on the 13th day that the woman and her husband may again resume
physical contact, including sexual relations. The 13th through the 14th or 15th day are prime days for fertility and conception.
Until then, there was to be no contact whatsoever between the wife and husband, no handholding, no hugging, nothing.
This separation brought on a natural longing and desire for union, including greater passion. This separation and longing
may be a part of the success of ancient and modern traditional Jewish marriages, tied to a longing for God in our current
separation from Him.
This separation and reunion pattern continues to be honored by Jewish women. It includes a ritual washing (called the
Mikveh) via immersion in living water for cleansing purposes - each and every month where conception does not occur. It
is done at the Synagogue and requires 3 complete immersions in living water (typically collected rain water) for the
reinstatement of purity. There are no clothes, jewelry, etc. Complete nakedness before God is required symbolizing
complete separation from the world. The Mikveh is taken 7 days or more after the last day of the shedding of blood,
typically the 12th day or later. The night of 12th day is the 13th, as the new day in ancient Israel started at sundown (after the
3rd star appears). The 13th day is the perfect day for re-union and conception (a new creation), as the number 13 is a symbol
for Christ as the Bridegroom (Mem is the 13th letter of the Hebrew alphabet, symbolizing Messiah), who is to join with His
bride, Israel (the Church). The number 13 has extensive symbolic connections to Christ. Like other Christ-centered
symbols, including the pentagram, swastika serpent, etc., the number 13 has been usurped by Satan, now tied to bad luck.
(For a complete listing of symbolic ties of the number 13 to Christ, see chapter 10 of The Day Star: Reading Sacred
Architecture, by the author, Digital Legend Press.)
Blood in connection with childbirth is associated with life, whereas that expelled monthly is tied to death. Life is
sustained in childbirth and thus this blood is considered “clean.” In the Old Testament we read of 40-and 80-day
purification periods for male and female births respectively (the number 40 is tied to “purification” in scripture). Seven
days after giving birth (like the 7 days after the last day of shedding blood) a woman and her husband can resume intimate
relations, even though the 40 or 80-day period of purification has not been completed. This was due to the nature of clean
blood after childbirth. Why then the purification periods, including the longer one for female children? Women are
generally thought of as being more spiritually minded than men. Birth may result in the loss of spiritual energy, twice as
much for the female child as the male, thus the necessary multiples of 40 for reinstatement of cleanliness. (See Total
Immersion, A Mikveh Anthology, Rivkah Slonim and Liz Rosenberg editors, Urim Publications.)
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